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CHAPTER PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

President Richard Mendoza

Message from the President: Thanks to everyone who 
attended the 2026 TX-APWA Public Workshop and Roadeo in 
Fort Worth February 1-4. Events like this — bringing together 
more than 500 public works professionals from across the 
state — are essential to the advancement of our profession 
for so many reasons: 
•	 Education: No matter how long you’ve been in this field, 

there is always more to learn. Knowledge is power. 
•	 Exhibits: Innovation constantly brings improvement and 

greater efficiency to public works, and nothing beats 
seeing new products, tools and technology with your own 
eyes. 

•	 Networking: From a distance, mixers and receptions 
might just seem like parties, but they’re actually very 
important. That’s where conversations happen, ideas are 
shared, connections are made and opportunities begin. 

•	 Equipment Roadeo: Hey, it’s just fun to watch the best in 
business show off the skills that make us proud and keep 
our customers happy. 

Everyone who attended could see this year’s national APWA 
theme – People, Purpose and Presence – in full display. 
Maybe your big moment in Fort Worth was networking at 
BigShots Golf (since the golf course was closed due to ice on 
the course); perhaps it was the invaluable leadership training 
you received; possibly you had a revelation at one of the 30 informative educational panels. 
I’ll bet it was some combination of all of these. And I’ll bet now you’re interested in becoming more 
involved in your local branch – and the state chapter.
  
If you missed Fort Worth, please consider attending a branch, chapter, or national event in the future. 
In fact, conveniently for you, the national APWA PWX 2026 conference will be held in Houston, hosted 
by the Texas Chapter. This one really is a can’t-miss for all Texas public works professionals – from 
August 30 through September 2, you’ll be up close and personal with your colleagues from around the 
nation. Who knows when you’ll get this kind of opportunity so close to home again? I hope to meet you 
personally at the George R. Brown Convention Center. 

To register for upcoming events, both with the Texas chapter and beyond, visit texas.apwa.org/event/. 
And for information about APWA PWX 2026, go to https://texas.apwa.org/pwx-2026/. 
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TML CORNER:TML CORNER:

Welcome back to the TML Corner. The 
legislative interim is moving quickly, and 
several recent developments are especially 
relevant for public works leaders and city 
management teams. A few items below are 
procedural, but they still land on our desks 
through emergency response, reporting 
compliance, and the growing workload tied 
to grants and infrastructure delivery.

Winter Storm Impacts Texas

As you know, Winter Storm Fern was a 
rare and significant winter weather event 
for Texas, bringing widespread ice and 
freezing conditions to areas unaccustomed 
to prolonged winter impacts. What is often 
not recognized is how, across the state, 
public works crews played a critical role in 
the response: working around the clock 
to pretreat and clear roadways, manage 
hazardous driving conditions, support 
emergency operations, and maintain 
essential services. Governor Abbott issued 
a winter storm disaster declaration to 
include 219 counties during the event. The 
declaration underscores both the breadth of 
the event and the day-to-day commitment 
to public safety that keeps critical routes 
accessible and communities functioning 
during dangerous conditions.

Funding and Capacity Building: Tools Cities 
Can Use Now

Many cities are still pursuing federal 
infrastructure dollars, and the National 
League of Cities is offering free boot camps 
and workshops designed to strengthen grant 
competitiveness and grant management. The 

Interim Work Picks Up:Interim Work Picks Up:

JONATHAN WHEAT, TML REPRESENTATIVE

Ballot Language, Grants, and Water ResilienceBallot Language, Grants, and Water Resilience
By Jonathan Wheat, P.E., Director of Engineering, City of Carrollton

Jonathan Wheat, PE

jonathan.wheat@cityofcarrollton.com
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training focuses on community engagement 
strategies, using data effectively, assembling 
project budgets, and writing applications 
tailored to specific grant programs. For 
transportation and engineering teams, 
the Safe Streets and Roads for All training 
supports both planning and implementation 
tracks. Your team can register here. NLC 
hosted a Combined Clean and Drinking Water 
State Revolving Fund workshop on February 
5, along with a grant implementation and 
compliance workshop on February 26 
focused on procurement, federal compliance, 
and reporting.

TWDB Water Supply and Infrastructure 
Grants and Related Resources

The Texas Water Development Board 
continues rolling out major funding and 
guidance tied to recent legislative action. 
TWDB developed a proposed Water Supply 
and Infrastructure Grants implementation 
plan under H.B. 500, which appropriated 
$1.038 billion in general revenue. TWDB 
describes this as a one-time, stand-alone 
grant opportunity with 100 percent grant 
assistance for eligible water supply and 
infrastructure projects, including reuse 
projects. Wastewater, drainage, and flood 
control projects are not eligible, and only 
political subdivisions are eligible. More 
information on the program can be found on 
the TWDB Website.

TWDB also released a Flash Flood Warning 
Siren Guide intended for communities 
responsible for planning, installing, operating, 
and maintaining sirens in flash flood prone 
areas. The guide grew out of S.B. 3, which 
directed TWDB to assess and identify flash 
flood prone areas where outdoor warning 
sirens are warranted. While it focuses on 
areas impacted by the July 2025 flood events, 
the recommendations are broadly applicable 
across Texas.

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter

Water Supply Policy Signals: Aquifers, 
Groundwater, and Emerging Demand

Water planning remains a major theme going 
into the next session. The House Committee 
on Natural Resources met to discuss aquifer 
conditions, long term sustainability, and 
groundwater regulation and management. 
The discussion included statewide monitoring 
and modeling, groundwater research and data 
grants, groundwater protection programs, 
groundwater conservation district oversight, 
and concerns about changing water demand 
patterns, including data center impacts and 
groundwater level declines.

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter

CLOSING THOUGHT
The interim is where many next session 
priorities begin to form, but it is also where 
practical implementation details and funding 
opportunities can move quickly. We can add 
value by tracking the election administration 
changes that affect our processes, leveraging 
available training to strengthen grant 
competitiveness, and staying connected to 
water supply and resiliency discussions that 
will influence future infrastructure policy.
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2026 Public Workshop & Equipment Roadeo Recap 

February 1-4, 2026, more than 550 public works 
professionals and industry partners gathered at 
the Dallas/Fort Worth Marriott Hotel & Golf Club 
at Champions Circle for the Texas Chapter’s annual 
Public Workshop & Equipment Roadeo.

Centered around this year’s theme, “Public Works: 
The Grand Champions of Texas,” the event combined 
technical education, leadership development, hands-
on competition, networking, and plenty of Texas-
sized camaraderie.
We were also proud to host up to 151 pre-registered 
Roadeo competitors, making this one of the largest 
competitions in Chapter history.

Education, Leadership & Professional Growth

The workshop featured multiple education tracks 
covering engineering and technology, asset and fleet 
management, construction and project management, 
utilities and stormwater, transportation, and 
leadership. Attendees engaged in real-world sessions 
designed to strengthen both technical expertise and 
management skills.

Chapter Leadership Training

Sunday’s Chapter Leadership Training was a true 
highlight of the week. We were fortunate to have 
Jill Wilbeck, APWA Associate Director of Chapter 
Services, travel in to lead the training. She was joined 
by Spencer Maxwell (Freese and Nichols), Texas 
Chapter President-Elect, who helped develop the 
program and co-led the class.

We were also honored to have APWA National 
President Vic Bianes (Kleinfelder, Inc., San Diego) and 
Region VII Director Kristina Ramirez (City of Harker 
Heights) in attendance. Their presence reinforced 
the strong connection between Texas APWA and 
national leadership, and the importance of investing 
in future chapter leaders.

Professional Headshots

Professional headshots were offered onsite for 
attendees looking to refresh their professional presence. 
If you participated and still need your headshot link, 
please email PublicWorkshop@txpublicworks.com and 
we will make sure you receive it.

Public Works: The 
Grand Champions of 
Texas
2/1/2026 - 2/4/2026

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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Let’s Roadeo

The week kicked off Sunday evening with the “Let’s 
Roadeo” Pre-Conference Mixer at The Paddock at 
Champions Circle, setting the tone for a high-energy 
and engaging event.
Monday brought a full day of education sessions, 
networking, and sponsor engagement, followed 
by the Exhibitor Welcome Social and the Young 
Professionals’ “Sip & Swing” event at BigShots Golf 
- proving once again that networking in Texas comes 
with a little extra flair.

A Texas-Sized Pivot: Fun 9-Hole Golf Outing

We originally planned to kick things off with a 9-hole 
golf outing on the course - but Mother Nature had 
other plans. Due to freezing temperatures, the course 
was still covered with blocks of ice.

So, in true public works fashion, we pivoted.

The tournament was moved to BigShots Golf, where 
participants enjoyed a 9-hole format in a warm-ish 
(and much safer!) setting. While we did not utilize 
mulligans this year, the Chapter still selected Special 
Olympics Texas as the event charity and made a 
donation in lieu of speaker gifts — continuing our 
commitment to supporting meaningful causes across 
the state.

Equipment Roadeo: Skill on Display

Tuesday’s Equipment Roadeo transformed the east 
parking lot into a showcase of precision, safety, and 
competitive spirit.
Competitors participated in:
•	 Backhoe / Mini-Excavator (combined event;       

Men’s & Women’s divisions)
•	 Zero-Turn Mower Obstacle Course
•	 HP Storm Pipe Cutting

With 151 pre-registered competitors, the Roadeo 
brought record energy and enthusiasm. From steady 
backhoe controls to precision pipe cutting and tight 
mower turns, participants demonstrated the skill 
and professionalism that keep Texas communities 
running every day.

The  outdoor Roadeo Expo featured equipment 
displays, safety demonstrations, simulators, and 
vendor engagement throughout the day, with live 
scoring adding to the competitive excitement.
(Individual and agency award results are highlighted 
in a separate article.)

Our Industry Partners

Rather than a traditional exhibit hall, this year’s 
sponsors and tabletop exhibitors were strategically 
located in the hallway outside the technical session 
rooms and ballroom -creating steady interaction and 
meaningful engagement throughout the conference.
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We are grateful to our platinum, gold, silver, and 
bronze sponsors and Roadeo partners who continue 
to invest in the Texas Chapter and in the professional 
growth of public works personnel statewide. Their 
partnership helps make this event not only possible 
— but impactful.

PW Cowtown Challenge & A Little Space Cowboy 
Energy

Attendees also participated in the PW Cowtown 
Challenge, an interactive mobile app game that 
rewarded engagement throughout the week. By 
checking into sessions, visiting exhibitors, and 
completing activities, participants climbed the 
leaderboard to earn bragging rights as Cowtown 
Champions.

And if you happened to see a “Space Cowboy” 
roaming the halls… yes, that was intentional.

As Houston prepares to host PWX 2026, the Texas 
Chapter was filming promotional videos during the 
workshop - and our Space Cowboy made a few 
appearances. Those videos will be released soon, so 
keep an eye on our social channels as we continue 
the countdown to PWX in Houston.
 
Looking Ahead

With over 550 attendees and exhibitors, record 
Roadeo participation, strong leadership engagement, 
and continued industry support, the 2026 Public 
Workshop & Equipment Roadeo demonstrated once 
again why Texas public works professionals truly are 
the Grand Champions of Texas.

Thank you to every volunteer, competitor, sponsor, 
speaker, staff member, and attendee who helped 
make this event a success.

We’ll see you next year in College Station - and in 
Houston for PWX 2026.

Save the Date!
Public Workshop & Equipment Roadeo
February 8-10, 2027 | College Station, TX
Hotel Rate: $169 single /$179 double

February 7-9, 2028 | College Station, TX
Hotel Rate: $175 single/$185 double

Annual Conference & Equipment Show
June 7-9, 2027 | Denton, TX
Hotel Rate: $175

June 5-7, 2028 | Galveston, TX
Hotel Rate: $224
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2026 Texas Chapter Field 
and State Awards

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter

By Cesar Molina, Texas Chapter Awards Chair
Photos by Noa Media Productions, LLC

On February 3, 2026, at the Texas Chapter Public Workshop & Equipment Roadeo in Fort 
Worth, attendees, friends, family and coworkers gathered to recognize and celebrate this past 
years accomplishment.  This year, the awards committee issued both field and state awards at 
the workshop since the annual conference was canceled due to the chapter hosting the 2026 
PWX conference in Houston this coming August.  The Texas Chapter Awards Committee 
strives to identify and promote excellence in the public works industry through its awards 
program, and it did just that again this year, bringing together the best of the best individuals, 
teams, organizations, and projects to be honored.

Field Awards

Disaster/Emergency Construction:  Misty Emergency Storm 
Pipe Repair, City of Denton

Structures:  Brennan Avenue Drop Site, City of Fort Worth

Environmental/Water/Wastewater:  Lozano Detention Pond, 
City of Harlingen 

Transportation: Garfield Street Paving Improvements, City 
of Midland

In House Projects of the Year

NOT 
PICTURED
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Field Excellence Award:  Paul Olea, City of Fort Worth

This award recognizes individuals, teams, or organizations for actions in the field having 
significant impact on services meeting the goals of public works in serving the public and 
protecting the environment. Nominations are to be considered on the basis of customer service, 
innovation, cost savings, increased productivity, and/or other noteworthy achievements.

Paul is the primary Field Operations Crew Leader in the City’s Street Operations Division. He 
also serves as the Driving Certification Officer. His meticulous attention to detail and steadfast 
commitment to maintaining high operational standards have significantly strengthened the 
safety culture within our division. Paul is recognized for fostering a respectful and motivated 
work environment that promotes teamwork and accountability.

Equipment Operator of the Year Award:  Jimmy Kersey, City of Fort Worth

This award seeks to inspire excellence and dedication in the public sector by recognizing an 
employee whose ability to operate equipment is truly outstanding, exceeding the norm.  Eligibility 
Candidates must be employed by a Texas public agency and work in a non‐management 
position.

Jimmy is a Field Operations Crew Leader who has worked at the City for 15 years. Jimmy’s 
primary duties include ensuring that all concrete projects are completed accurately, safely, 
and efficiently, while training team members in both technical concrete skills and leadership 
development. He also responds to emergency situations as needed, demonstrating reliability 
and a calm demeanor under pressure.
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1st – Jason Adair, City of Tyler  Denton 2nd – Kevin Stone, City of Fort Worth 3rd – Alfred Vallejo, City of Austin

Roadeo Winners
Zero-Turn Mower Competition

1st – Travis Handley, City of Mesquite 2nd – Mauro Manzano, City of Mesquite 3rd – Demarcus Johnson, City of Mesquite

Pipe Cutting Competition

1st – Alejandra Moz, City of Baytown 2nd – Nikkie Swearingen, City of Baytown 3rd – Blanca Rubio, City of Baytown

Backhoe and Mini-Excavator – Woman’s Division

1st – Juan Cruz, City of Austin 2nd – Kyle Jarrell, City of Georgetown 3rd – Bruce Gick, City of Georgetown

Backhoe and Mini-Excavator – Men’s Division

NOT
PICTURED
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City of Baytown

Top Agency

The top Roadeo winners (Backhoe and Mini-Excavator competition) will represent the Texas Chapter at national 
Roadeo at PWX in Houston, TX on August 31, 2026.

State Awards

Small Cities/Rural Communities Division – Snider Plaza 
Improvements      
City of University Park, SYB Construction, TNP, GPSI, Space 
Between Design Studio 

Less than $5 Million Division - Centennial Park 
Improvement, Phase 2     
City of University Park, AUI Partners, Dunaway Associates

Projects of the Year
Historical Restoration and Preservation Category
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Small Cities/Rural Communities Division – Cinco Regional Trunkline Repair, 
Harris County MUD 81, Texas Pride Utilities, BGE

Less than $5 Million Division – Malloy Bridge Road      
Dallas County Public Works, RAMBO Contracting, APM & Associates

Small Cities/Rural Communities Division – Brackish Wellfield and Reverse 
Osmosis System, Port O’Connor Improvement District, TTE, BGE

Less than $5 Million Division – Mustang Bayou Service Area
City of Missouri City, Quail Valley Utility District, HR Green

Disaster/Emergency Construction Category

$5 million to $25 million Division – Arlington Heights Area Drainage Improvements, 
City of Houston, SER Construction Partners, IDS Engineering Group 

$25 to $75 Million Division – Roy G Guerrero Park Channel Stabilization 
City of Austin, Posillico, Inc., HDR 

Small Cities/Rural Communities Division - Recreation & Fitness Center Renovation
City of La Porte, Construction Masters of Houston, PGAL Architects 

Less than $5 Million Division – Clear Creek Second Outlet Gate Replacement
Harris County Flood Control District, Russell Marine, Huitt-Zollars 

Environment Category

Structures Category
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Small Cities/Rural Communities Division – FY 2025 
Pavement Preservation
City of University Park, Holbrook Asphalt 

Less than $5 Million Division – FY 2025 Mill and 
Overlay Project
City of University Park, Dustrol Inc., Texas Bit

$25 to $75 Million Division – Southern Dallas 
County Regional Veloweb
Dallas County, Ragle, Inc., Salcedo Group

Transportation Category

Professional and Members Awards

Individual – Brett Becker & Christine Luciano, US Army 
Garrison, Ft Hood

Organization – Marketing Department, City of Carrollton

Exceptional Performance Awards
Journalism Category

Individual – Edmund Coffman, US Army Garrison, Ft Hood

Safety Category
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Central Texas Regional Water Team, Ft Hood, Bell County WCID, Killeen, 
Harker Heights, Copperas Cove and Nolanville

Organization – Business Support Division, City of Fort Worth 

Organization – Meter Reading Team, City of Frisco Dan Krueger, Public Works Institute of Texas

Sustainability Practices Award 

Administrative Management – Tanya Lugo, City of Harlingen Facilities and Grounds – Brian Dosa, US Army Garrison, Ft Hood 

Public ROW – Bobby Hopper, City of La Porte

Technical Innovation Awards

Management Innovation Awards

Drahn Jones Award for Excellence in Education 

Professional Manager of the Year Awards
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Alberto Mercado Flores, Gresham Smith Shiann Hernandez, BGE

Ruth Trevino, City of Harlingen Ray Mayo, City of La Porte

Bill Hogge Award for Outstanding Chapter Achievement 
and Excellence in Chapter Service 

Dorothy Bergesen, Freese and Nichols/Texas Chapter of APWA 

John German Award for Exemplary Service to Public Works 

John Roark Young Leader Award

Top Public Works Leader of the Year

President’s Award

The Award Committee is chaired by Cesar Molina and includes members Matt Froehlich, 
Katherine Mears, Joel Valdez, Ted Nelson, Manny DePau, Tracy Collins, Jeff Duebner, and Abby 
Owens.  If you are interested in joining the committee, contact Cesar via ChapterAdmin@
TxPublicWorks.com
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APWA 
ACCREDITATION 
UPDATE
APWA Accreditation provides an opportunity 
for agencies to earn an accreditation after 
completion of an evaluation and review 
process. The evaluation and best practice 
review process serves to provide a means 
of formally verifying and recognizing public 
works agencies for compliance with the 
recommended practices set forth in the Public 
Works Management Practices Manual.

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter

Arlington (City of), TX Department of Public Works
Arlington (City of) TX Department of Transportation

Austin (City of), TX Department of Public Works
College Station (City of), TX Department of Water Services

College Station (City of), TX Department of Capital Projects
College Station (City of), TX Department of Public Works

Coppell (City of), TX Public Works Department
Corinth (City of), TX Public Works Department

Dallas County, TX Public Works Department
El Campo (City of), TX Public Works Department

Flower Mound (Town of), TX Department of Infrastructure Services
Fort Worth (City of), TX Department of Public Works

Frisco (City of), TX Public Works Department
Houston (City of), TX Department of Public Works
Little Elm (Town of), TX Public Works Department

Plano (City of), TX Department of Engineering
Plano (City of), TX Department of Public Works

Saginaw (City), TX Public Works Department
Temple (City), TX Public Works Department

University Park (City of), TX Public Works Department
West University Place (City of), TX Public Works Department

It is a voluntary, self-motivated approach to 
objectively evaluate, verify, and recognize 
compliance with the recommended 
management practices.
Texas currently has 21 agencies accredited. 
Currently, Texas has the highest number of 
accredited agencies. Here is a list of those 
agencies: 

18 JANUARY 2026



DANA GATLIN

CITY OF TEMPLE

TEXAS CHAPTER ACCREDITATION LIAISON

Great Job!!!

Little Elm (Town of), TX Public Works 
Department has been Re-Accredited for the 
3rd time this past December.

Learn more

If you are interested in hearing more about 
APWA Accreditation, below are some 
upcoming opportunities.

There is a free open forum on April 21, 2026. 
The topic will be the sizes of agencies, which 
is a common question/concern https://www.
apwa.org/event/apwa-accreditation-open-
forum-one-size-does-fit-all/

On May 19, 2026, there will be a virtual self-
assessment workshop. The workshop is one 
of the best ways an agency can kickstart 
their accreditation process. If there is a new 
accreditation manager, it’s helpful for them 
to attend to learn the ropes quickly! https://
www.apwa.org/event/apwa-virtual-self-
assessment-workshop/

Or if you’d like an in-person self-assessment 
workshop, there will be one at this year’s 
PWX in Houston! As well as accreditation 
open forum, learning sessions and there 
will be a booth you can stop by and ask any 
questions.

Also, our Texas Chapter has an Accreditation 
Liaison, Dana Gatlin.  She is available to 
ask any questions anytime about what 
Accreditation is, how to get started, what 
the process looks like, help with practice 
requirements, etc. You can reach her via email 
at dgatlin@templetx.gov or phone 254-298-
5677.

All opportunities are listed on our Texas 
APWA Chapter events calendar. 

Texas APWA Reporter: NewsletterTexas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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CELEBRATING PROFESSIONAL 
ACHIEVEMENT: APWA 
Certifications

One of the greatest strengths of APWA is the 
commitment our members show to professional 
growth and leadership. Each quarter, we are 
proud to recognize individuals within our chap-
ter who have earned APWA certifications.

Achieving APWA certification reflects a signif-
icant investment in professional development. 
These individuals have advanced their knowl-
edge, strengthened their technical expertise, 
and demonstrated leadership within the public 
works profession. Certification is not simply a 
credential — it represents dedication to excel-
lence and a commitment to serving our com-
munities at the highest level.

APWA certifications validate expertise across 
critical public works disciplines, including storm-
water management, infrastructure inspection, 
fleet management, and supervisory and exec-
utive leadership. These nationally recognized 
credentials support career advancement, en-
hance professional credibility, and contribute to 
stronger, more resilient public agencies.

Earning certification is an accomplishment 
achieved by relatively few and is truly some-
thing our chapter can celebrate. Their success 
brings distinction to our Texas APWA commu-
nity and reinforces our shared mission of ad-
vancing the public works profession.

Please join us in congratulating the following 
members on their recent certification achieve-
ments:
Newly Certified Individuals (October-Decem-
ber 2025)

Colton Garrett, CPII
Project Inspector
City of Denton, Texas

Nestor E. Ramirez Cruz, CPII
Public Works Director
City of Pilot Point, Texas

Shannon W. Breaux, CPWP-M
Public Works Director
City of La Marque, Texas

Danielle D. Cordova, CPWP-M
Department Manager
City of Jersey Village, Texas

Robbie O. Hall, Sr, CPWP-M
Director of Public Works
City of Manvel, Texas

Thank you for continuing to elevate our profes-
sion and represent Texas APWA with excel-
lence.

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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REMEMBERING KURT 
SCHNELLENBACH

Kurt Frederick Schnellenbach

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter

Past President, Texas Chapter American Public Works Association, 1978. 
Excerpts included from the Obituary prepared by his family for Bowen Funeral Home in January 2026.

Provided by the Moore Bowen Road Funeral Home

Kurt Frederick Schnellenbach, former Public Works Director for the City of Fort Worth, and loving husband, father, Opa, and the proudest 
member of the Fighting Texas A&M Class of 1956, passed from this life on Christmas Eve, 2025, surrounded by his family. He was 92 
years old. 

Kurt was born to Kurt Schnellenbach and Eleanor Victoria Zarychta Schnellenbach on September 9, 1933, in Winooski, Vermont. His 
father, an immigrant from Solingen, Germany, had a lifelong military career beginning in Hawaii at the Schofield Barracks where he and 
his family were stationed until the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941. That December, the younger Kurt, his mother, and younger sister 
returned to the mainland with other military families as war refugees. From there, “Kurt Jr. ’s” life continued through a series of moves 
to Vermont, Michigan, Pennsylvania and eventually Versailles, France, where he became fluent at speaking French. His father’s final 
assignment brought them to Fort Worth, Texas. Kurt and his sister attended Amon Carter Riverside High School. He graduated from 
Riverside in 1952.

SEPTEMBER 9, 1933 – DECEMBER 24, 2025
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On Labor Day weekend of 1953, Kurt was pulled into a game of “42” with a good friend and then he fortuitously partnered with a 
girl named Trixie Ann Adams. They lost the game, but that evening sparked a three-year courtship culminating in a marriage that 
lasted for 69 years and produced three daughters—all graduates of his beloved Texas A&M.

Kurt earned his Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering from Texas A&M in 1957. Following six weeks of basic training 
with the Army Corps of Engineers, he was assigned to the Construction Engineering Branch at the U.S. Army’s Engineering School 
at Fort Belvoir, Virginia where his primary duties were the design of military roads and airfields and the preparation of plans 
drafted for those structures. When he completed active duty in 1959, he continued in the US Army Reserve until being honorably 
discharged in October 1962.

After completing active duty, Kurt was offered a position with the Texas Highway Department as a Senior Engineering Assistant 
which necessitated a return to Fort Worth. and in 1964 he accepted a job with the City of Arlington as a field engineer. He rose 
through the ranks to become the Arlington Director of Public Works and later served as the city’s Capital Improvements Director. It 
was in that latter capacity that Kurt successfully lobbied for and helped bring to completion Arlington’s Green Oaks “loop”, which 
created important connections between areas outside Arlington while helping to alleviate the burgeoning traffic issues inside the 
city itself. 

Kurt joined the American Public Works Association (APWA) early in his PW career, and over the years he held many leadership 
positions in the Texas Chapter of APWA. He was elected to the TX Chapter Board in 1973 as Trustee and served in all board 
officer positions, becoming President of the Chapter in 1978. He also was a leader at the national level of APWA, serving as the 
Texas Chapter Delegate from 1988 until he was elected to the APWA Board of Directors in 1989 and served there until 1994. 
Because of his active participation and leadership in PW, in 1983 and again in 1988, Kurt was named one of three top public 
works leaders in Texas by the Texas Chapter APWA.  He also received the prestigious Chapter Service award in 1990. He retired 
in 1993 after nearly 30 productive years with the city but continued his work with the APWA and the TX Chapter. According to 
John German who served on the Board with Kurt for several years, “Kurt was a dedicated and effective leader of the TX Chapter 
APWA, and he was respected by all who knew him.”

Kurt’s retirement years were filled with a variety of interests including running an antiques business with his wife, Trixie, watching 
his Aggies win (and then lose) in football, summer trips to Surfside Beach with family, and traveling overseas to England, Italy and 
Germany. He was a member of the Arlington Senior Men’s Golf Association for which he served as a past president; served as a 
Chairman of the Board for the Arlington Federal Credit Union; and was a loyal member of First Baptist Church Arlington for 60 
years. According to his daughter, Stacy, “Kurt was deeply loved and cherished by his family and friends, and he loved his lifelong 
associations with the men and women of “The 42 Group” as well as his wonderful friends in the PW business”. 

Kurt was unstintingly loyal, honest and ethical to a fault, and he expected the 
same of others. As an Aggie, he believed in a firm handshake, loved his country, 
and was devoted to his family and friends. His faith in Christ was evidenced 
with acts of service through his church and Mission Arlington. As someone aptly 
remarked, “He loved well and was well-loved”. He was especially loved and 
adored by his grandchildren who called him “Opa”. There was simply no one like 
him.

Kurt was predeceased by twin daughters Katherine Sue and Sheri Ann, his 
parents Kurt and Eleanor as well as his sister Marlene Schnellenbach Harris. 
Survivors include his wife, Trixie Adams Schnellenbach, daughters Stacy Bogle 
(Bryan), Teresa Munn (Gene) and Kristen Romano, six grandchildren, eight great-
grandchildren and one on the way.
W
The funeral service occurred at 1:00pm on Tuesday, January 20, 2026, at First 
Baptist Church, Arlington, TX and burial was in Moore Memorial Gardens. 
1219 N. Davis Drive, Arlington Texas. Dr. Charles Wade and Dr. Dennis Wiles 
officiated. Gifts can be made in Kurt’s name to Mission Arlington. 210 W. South 
St, Arlington, Texas.

Prepared by John L. German, February 5, 2026
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As “weather whiplash” delivers more frequent 
swings between drought and heavy rain across 
Texas, we must invest in infrastructure that 
is truly future‑ready. By bringing a range of 
stakeholders together to better understand how 
water availability and demand are changing, we 
can make informed choices that reduce risk and 
build resilience over the long term.

Water woes: droughts and deluges

Weather in Texas has always been unpredictable, 
but today it is more extreme than it was when 
I was growing up in Houston. Longer periods 
of drought deplete reservoirs and harden the 
soil. When rain finally comes, it is often intense 
and short‑lived. Parched ground can’t absorb 
sudden downpours, and ongoing development 
adds more hard surfaces, like roads, parking lots 
and buildings, that further limit infiltration.

The result is less water soaking into the ground 
to replenish aquifers and sustain vegetation, and 
more runoff overwhelming drainage systems. 
That runoff increases erosion and drives flash 
flooding, often with little warning.

This cycle, where conditions that create water 
scarcity also amplify flood risk, makes Texas 
particularly vulnerable to dramatic swings 
between drought and flooding, sometimes 
within the same year or even the same season. 
While we can’t control when rain falls or droughts 
persist, we can influence their consequences. 
Unfortunately, much of our aging infrastructure 
was not designed for today’s realities, let alone 
the conditions we expect in the future.

We need infrastructure that accounts for these 
extremes and for continued growth in our 
communities and industries. It’s estimated that 
Texas will need to invest $154 billion over the 
next 50 years in water supply and infrastructure 
improvements. The critical question is where 
those dollars can deliver the greatest return.

Asset management and optimization

Smart asset management helps communities 
get more out of existing infrastructure, conserve 
water during drought and identify areas most 
vulnerable to flooding. Technology plays an 
increasingly important role.

Advanced sensor networks and real‑time 
monitoring systems allow utilities to detect 
leaks early by identifying pressure changes, 
flow irregularities, or acoustic signals in pipes. 
Smart meters provide granular data on water 
use, helping utilities spot inefficiencies, manage 
demand during drought and reduce system 
losses.

Geographic Information Systems  and Subsurface 
Utility Engineering  allow communities to map 
entire water systems, including underground 

Water Woes and Weather 
Whiplash: Planning for a 
volatile future
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assets, reducing risk, cost and project delays. 
Combined with predictive analytics, these tools 
help engineers assess the condition of aging 
infrastructure and prioritize maintenance based 
on risk rather than guesswork. Digital twins, 
which serve as virtual replicas of water systems, 
enable operators to model scenarios ranging 
from extreme drought to flash flooding and to 
plan responses before a crisis hits.

Effective asset management extends the life 
of critical infrastructure and supports planned, 
cost‑effective upgrades instead of emergency 
repairs. When integrated with weather 
forecasts, soil‑moisture data and historical flood 
patterns, these systems also help communities 
optimize reservoir operations, balancing 
drought preparedness with flood control. This 
approach works best when water, wastewater 
and stormwater systems are coordinated rather 
than managed in silos. With the right tools and 
training, communities can shift from reactive 
crisis management to proactive, resilient 
operations.

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
Drought and development

As Texas continues to grow and drought 
conditions intensify, new water strategies are 
essential. Conservation remains important, as 
do efforts to replenish reservoirs and aquifers. 
But the reality is that traditional surface water 
and groundwater sources alone will not meet 
future demand.

Long‑term water security depends on diversifying 
supply. Desalination of brackish groundwater and 
seawater offers a drought‑resistant option, and 
several Texas communities are already exploring 
it. Direct potable reuse, which treats wastewater 
to drinking-water standards using advanced 
purification, creates a closed‑loop system that 
becomes especially valuable when traditional 
sources run low. While these approaches require 
upfront investment, they provide resilience that 
pays off over time.

GIS‑based planning tools help water managers 
estimate the capacity of existing sources 
under different scenarios and identify which 

texas.apwa.org      25texas.apwa.org      25

http://texas.apwa.org
http://texas.apwa.org


alternative supplies can fill projected gaps most 
cost‑effectively. By combining surface water, 
groundwater, desalination, and reuse—and 
using data to guide decisions—communities can 
ensure limited funds are directed toward projects 
that deliver the greatest benefit locally. One size 
does not fit all.

Planning for floods

Flood planning also benefits from data‑driven 
decision‑making. Analyzing repetitive‑loss 
areas helps communities prioritize projects with 
the highest return on investment. Increasingly, 
planners are using advanced visualization and 
augmented‑reality tools that overlay flood 
scenarios onto real‑world locations, making it 
easier to identify vulnerable infrastructure and 
evacuation routes.

Modern modeling systems track multiple flood 
variables in real time—from water depth to 
flow velocity—producing near‑term projections 
that support life‑saving decisions and property 
protection.

Many construction standards were established 
decades ago and don’t reflect today’s climate 
realities. We need more adaptive infrastructure: 
permeable pavement that reduces runoff while 
recharging aquifers; parks and sunken playing 
fields designed to capture stormwater; and 
retention systems that store water for irrigation 
during dry periods. Green infrastructure doesn’t 
just manage excess water, it helps conserve it.

Working together for resilient communities

Stronger collaboration around integrated water 
management is essential. Planning, designing, 
and building adaptive infrastructure takes 
time, and smaller communities often lack the 
necessary resources. State and federal partners 
can help by offering standardized approaches 
and clearer points of contact for technical and 
financial support.

Just as importantly, we need to continue working 
directly with communities to understand local 
risks and response options. When people are 
involved in shaping their environment, they are 
more likely to support infrastructure investments. 
Community‑driven planning gives us the best 
chance to manage water whiplash and build 
resilient Texas communities together.

Paula Fitzpatrick is the Texas and Louisiana 
Region Executive at WSP in the U.S. and brings 
over 25 years of experience in people, projects, 
and clients to drive growth strategy and deliver 
critical programs and solutions in the region.
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• Includes beer tastings 
at 3 breweries, food, and 
transportation

• Only 100 spots available,  
so sign up early!

• Breweries: Frost Town,  
New Magnolia, Gristworkz

• Sponsorships available

AUG. 29, 2026
SATURDAY

START: 
5:00PM

TICKETS: 
$100

Register now: https://pwx2026brewerytour.rsvpify.com

http://texas.apwa.org
http://texas.apwa.org
https://texas.apwa.org/pwx-2026/texas-chapter-sponsors/
https://pwx2026brewerytour.rsvpify.com
https://business.landsend.com/store/txapwa/
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We are looking for a variety of items such as:
• Vacation/Hotel Resorts 
• Experiences
• Sports Memorabilia
• Spa
• Dog and/or cat items
• Beverage/Entertainment 
• Outdoors (camping, fishing, hunting, etc.)
• Pool/Beach 
• State and/or City themed 
• Jewelry
• Art/Pottery/Decor

INAUGURAL 
SILENT AUCTION

TEXAS CHAPTER HOST COMMITTEE PRESENTS

Benefiting local non-profit charitable organizations:

Rebuilding 
Together Houston
Restoring safe and 
healthy homes for 
low-income seniors, 
veterans, and families

Houston 
Food Bank
Distributing millions 
of nutritious meals 
annually to families 
across southeast Texas

If interested in providing a donation, contact 
Bricelda Patino at bricelda@accuratemeter.com

Silent Auction will be open  
Sunday, Aug. 30 – Tuesday, Sept. 1

Donations to be collected no later than Aug. 14, 2026

CALL FOR DONATIONS

Scan the QR 
code for more 
details about 
the event

Race Start Location:
Allen’s Landing Park (1005 Commerce St., Houston, TX 77002)

Run along Buffalo Bayou, a 53-mile, 18,000-year-old slow-moving waterway
and the historic birthplace of Houston!

AUGUST 30 - SEPTEMBER 2, 2026

5K FUN RUN
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1

6:30 A.M.

RUN LIKE ASPACECOWBOY!

For more information visit:

$60/person
Register by July 10 to receive a T-Shirt and Medal

CONTACT
Yvette Montelongo at 281-381-9827 (Cell) or

yvette.montelongo@houstontx.gov

Packet Pickup:
Monday, August 31 [1 - 3 PM] At George R. Brown Convention Center - Volunteer Room (Room 340B) 

& Tuesday, September 1 [6 - 6:30 AM] At Race Start Location 

Register  Online [Click Here]
Or Scan QR Code Below

texas.apwa.org/event/pwx-2026-5k-fun-run-and-walk/

https://texas.apwa.org/pwx-2026/5k-fun-run/
https://texas.apwa.org/pwx-2026/silent-auction/
https://texas.apwa.org/pwx-2026/futures-program/
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The City of Webster hosted the Public Works 
Institute Class 7 first session from January 
14-16, 2026.  The Class 7 roster consists 
of 52 students employed by 22 cities and 
counties. 

The day prior to the academic classes, 
the group had the opportunity to tour the 
Webster wastewater treatment plant and 

WEBSTER HOSTS PWITX 
CLASS 7 SESSION 1

Gathering the group - how the processes work

Networking and Social Night at Boomer Jacks 
in Webster.  The graduates got to meet the 
current class and share stories and exchange 
contact info. 

The PWITX Chair, Tim Tumulty shares this 
thoughts: “It is a privilege to have Class 6 
and 7 running concurrently.  The success 
of the program generated the need to start 
running classes concurrently to avoid a 
waiting list and delayed timeframe to get 

Long-tenured instructor Bob Lowry exchanging ideas with 
students

get a solid understanding of the treatment 
processes.  

The Wednesday through Friday three-day 
session consisted of 14 classes ranging from 
supervisory roles, to team development, 
customer service and various other leadership 
topics.

Thursday night was scheduled for fun 
and networking as there was an Alumni Site visits are always interesting…

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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involved in this educational program.   Our 
Committee along with our topic instructors 
are all volunteers who enjoy  sharing their job 
knowledge and experience with the students 
wishing to learn.   Our graduates have been 
very instrumental letting others know about 
the program and how it has impacted their 
professional lives.  From my standpoint, it is 
a blessing to be involved in such a successful 
program.” 

Any questions?  Contact Ines Roach at 
https://Texas.apwa.org/pwitx/ 

Or Publicworksinstitute_tx@outlook.com

Group exercises encouraging teamwork (and fun) 

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter

I’ll have the calculations on the elastic limits 
and ultimate strength of the straws in one 
minute…

The smiles indicated good times were had by all.
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PWITX seen at the Texas Chapter 
Workshop...here, there, and 
everywhere

It was terrific to see PWITX members engaged each day at the Workshop and at the rodeo.  
They were present at the Chapter training session, as leaders at branch and chapter level, to 
effectively operating the equipment at the Rodeo, getting recognition at the awards ceremony 
and most appreciatively, acting as ambassadors of the program to help recruit future students 
for Class Eight.  

The Chapter had a training session on Sunday and when there was an update presentation 
regarding PWITX, the participants were asked:   “if you’ve been a graduate,  a  current student,  
an instructor, a committee member or a supportive city leader…please  stand up”, about 10-12  
people stood up.  This was marked testimony about the many professional contributions  of 
those affiliated with the program.

BJ  Long/Class 5 was one of those who stood up at the training session.  She has helped in 
recent years as a leader for the  Chapter’s Education program and currently is managing the 
membership duties.
The women’s Backhoe/mini excavator category was swept by Ale Moz, Nicole Swearingen and 
Blanca Rubio; finishing  in 1st, 2d and 3rd respectively.  Ale is a current student and Nicole and 
Blanca are graduates of Class 5. 

The presence listed above and in the photos displays the program’s true success… the dedication 
and willingness of PWITX affiliated members making a difference all across Texas.

PWITX committee, students and graduates gathering to recruit Dorothy Bergesen, Chapter Administrator & PWITX instructor 
receiving the President’s Award

Texas APWA Reporter: NewsletterTexas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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Please remember that we are recruiting 
for Class 8 now so if you are interested 
please contact Ines Roach, PWITX 
Administrator,  at publicworksinstitute_
Tx@outlook.com 

Daniel Kreuger, PWITX Curriculum Director receiving the Drahn 
Jones Education Award

The following were recognized for individual or organization awards:

Technical Innovation Award:
Kevin Grant/Class 5

Gloria Martinez/Class 5
Thania Trevino/Class 7

Bill Hogge Award/Chapter Excellence:
Alberto Mercado Flores/Class 5 

Drahn Jones Award/Education Excellence:
Dan Kreuger/Curriculum Director/PWITX

President’s Award:
Dorothy Bergesen/Instructor

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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WHAT’S NEW IN 
THE TMUTCD: 
A ROADMAP FOR TRAFFIC 
CONTROL IN TEXAS

BY GABRIELA PROCE
EIT, Civil Engineer with the City of University Park 
& North Central Branch Past President, TX Chapter 
Communications Vice Chair, National SC/RC 
Committee Knowledge Team Member

On January 18, 2026, the 2025 Texas Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (TMUTCD) becomes 
effective, marking a milestone update for traffic 
safety and roadway design across Texas. This 
comprehensive revision aligns the state’s standards 
with the 11th Edition of the national Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) while 
incorporating Texas-specific laws and established 
practices.

The TMUTCD governs signs, signals, pavement 
markings, and other traffic control devices on all 
streets, highways, bike and pedestrian facilities, and 
roadways open to public travel throughout the state. 
Its updates play a critical role for engineers, designers, 
construction professionals, public works agencies, 
and transportation planners who implement and 
maintain roadway safety measures. 

Why This Update Matters

The national MUTCD underwent its most significant 
overhaul in decades with the 11th Edition, published 
in the Federal Register on December 19, 2023, and 
effective January 18, 2024. Texas was granted a two-
year period to adopt a state manual that conforms 
to the new national standards — culminating in this 
2025 TMUTCD update. 

By incorporating the national updates alongside 
Texas laws and policies, the TMUTCD enhances 
consistency, safety, and clarity across traffic control 
devices state-wide. It also reflects advancements in 
traffic operations, vulnerable road user considerations, 
automated vehicle compatibility, and new sign and 
signal practices.
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 Key Changes and Highlights

Here are some of the most significant elements in 
the new 2025 TMUTCD, based on the official list 
of changes provided by the Texas Department of 
Transportation:

Global & Structural Updates

•	 Full reorganization of content to mirror the 
structure of the national MUTCD, improving 
consistency and usability.

•	 Many sign designations updated to align with 
national numbering and definitions.

•	 Definitions and terminologies revised to reflect 
current laws — including updating the definition 
of “pedestrian” to incorporate “sidewalk user” 
from state code.

Signing and Regulatory Devices

•	 New standards for word messages and sign 
format, including the prohibition of word 
messages when an equivalent symbol exists 
(unless otherwise allowed).

•	 Sign design enhancements, such as updated 
regulatory sign design elements and expanded 
tables for guide and street name signs.

•	 Electric vehicle (EV) parking and charging 
sign categories added to reflect increasing 
infrastructure needs.

•	 Removal or replacement of outdated signs, and 
clearer guidance on lane control and warning 
signs.

•	 Signals and Pedestrian Devices
•	 New provisions for pedestrian hybrid beacons 

and rectangular rapid flashing beacons (RRFBs), 
with guidance on enhancing accessibility 
(including audible devices).

•	 Updates to signal phasing and pedestrian interval 
timing — including adjustments to pedestrian 
buffer intervals.

Automated and Emerging Technologies

•	 A new part dedicated to traffic control device 
considerations for automated vehicles, reflecting 
the need to accommodate evolving vehicle 
technology. 

•	 Work Zones, School Areas and Other Facilities
•	 Revised practices for school area signing, 

including updated pedestrian stop signage and 
buffer zones. 

•	 Updates to temporary traffic control standards, 
enhancing safety and uniformity in work zones. 

 

Transition and Compliance Timeline

To support agencies and practitioners during 
the transition, TxDOT has outlined a phased 
implementation plan: 
•	 January 18 – June 30, 2026: Projects letting during 

this period should comply with the 2025 TMUTCD 
when feasible. Past traffic control devices may 
continue to be installed if they conform to the 
previous 2011 TMUTCD – Revision 2. 

•	 July 1, 2026 and beyond: All projects must fully 
comply with the 2025 TMUTCD, including new 
construction, resurfacing, maintenance, and 
upgrades.

This phased approach ensures a smooth 
transition and gives state, county, and municipal 
departments flexibility to incorporate updates while 
balancing budgets, schedules, and existing project 
commitments.

LOOKING AHEAD
The 2025 TMUTCD update not only reflects a 
regulatory requirement but also signifies a shift 
toward a more modern, safer, and uniform traffic 
control standard for Texas. With emphasis on 
multimodal users, technological advances, and 
updated safety measures, agencies across the state 
now have a more robust framework for traffic device 
implementation that supports safer travel for all road 
users. 

https://www.txdot.gov/business/resources/traffic-
design-standards/tmutcd.html#new
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WATER SUPPLY AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
GRANTS WEBINAR

BY GABRIELA PROCE
EIT, Civil Engineer with the City of University Park 
& North Central Branch Past President, TX Chapter 
Communications Vice Chair, National SC/RC 
Committee Knowledge Team Member

system resiliency, and supporting long-term 
planning efforts for communities of all sizes.

To help potential applicants navigate the process, 
the TWDB is hosted an informational webinar 
in January outlining key details of the funding 
program. The session was designed for local 
governments, utilities, districts, and other eligible 
entities interested in pursuing grant funding for 
water supply and infrastructure improvements.

Webinar topics included:
• An overview of the grant opportunity and 
available funding
• Eligibility requirements for applicants and 
projects
• The anticipated rollout timeline and next steps
• A live Q&A session with TWDB staff

This webinar offered a valuable opportunity 
for public works professionals and community 
leaders to better understand how to access 
these critical funds and prepare competitive 
applications.

With water supply challenges continuing to 
impact communities statewide, this funding 
represents a pivotal moment for infrastructure 
investment. Interested stakeholders are 
encouraged to attend and engage directly with 
TWDB representatives to ensure they are ready 
to take advantage of this opportunity.

Watch the webinar at the link below to stay 
updated on these grant opportunities.

https://www.twdb.texas.gov/financial/programs/
WSIG/index.asp

The Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) 
is invited communities across the state to learn 
more about a significant new funding opportunity 
aimed at strengthening Texas’ water future this 
past January with a webinar presentation.

During the 89th Texas Legislative Session, 
lawmakers passed House Bill 500, appropriating 
a one-time $1.038 billion in general revenue to 
the TWDB for water supply and infrastructure 
projects and grants. This historic investment 
underscores the state’s commitment to 
addressing critical water needs, enhancing 
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luncheon is scheduled for April 21.
•	 Location and speaker: To be determined

April 21 – Annual Clay Shoot
See the flyer attached for additional information.
 
Thank You to Our Sponsors

The North Central Branch extends its sincere 
appreciation to all of our sponsors who support our 
events throughout the year. Your generosity and 
continued partnership make it possible for us to offer 
high-quality programming, fund scholarships, and 
give back to our communities. From tournaments and 
seminars to socials and luncheons, we truly could 
not do this without you. We see you, we appreciate 
you, and we thank you. Together, we are building a 
stronger, more connected public works community.
 
Upcoming Events – Join Us!

We’ve got an amazing lineup of events to carry us 
into the second half of the year. Here’s what’s coming 
up:

•	 April 16 – Annual Clay Shoot – More details on 
our website!

•	 April 21 – General Membership Meeting – 
Location and speaker to be announced!

•	
We encourage everyone to attend, bring colleagues, 
and stay engaged!
Keep tabs on all events through our calendar on our 
website: nct-apwa.com
 
Stay Connected
Be sure to stay in touch and share our updates:

Website: nct-apwa.com
LinkedIn: North Central Branch of TX-APWA

By Gabriela Proce

EIT, Civil Engineer with the City of University Park 
& North Central Branch Past President, TX Chapter 
Communications Vice Chair, National SC/RC 
Committee Knowledge Team Member

Greetings TX-APWA Members,

I hope the new year is treating you well. Let’s get 
right into it for our quarterly update!
 
Q1 Event Recap Thus Far

January 23 – Dallas Stars Hockey Social

Dallas Stars took on on the St. Louis Blues at the 
American Airlines Center this January for our hockey 
social outing. Members had an absolute blast hanging 
out and watching the Stars take the win within the 
last few minutes of the game.

February 1–4 – Public Workshop & Equipment 
Roadeo

One of the highlights that kicked off our year was the 
annual TX-APWA Public Workshop and Equipment 
Roadeo, held February 1–4 at the Texas A&M Hotel 
& Conference Center in College Station. Nearly 
500 professionals from across Texas gathered for 
technical sessions, vendor exhibits, networking 
opportunities, and of course, the Roadeo — where 
participants put their field skills to the test operating 
heavy machinery and maintenance equipment.

The event continues to be one of the most engaging 
and educational experiences for anyone in the world 
of public works. If you missed it or want to relive the 
excitement, more information can be found here: 
txapwaworkshop.net.

February 17 – General Membership Meeting & 
Luncheon

At our February meeting, Beck Diviney, PE, with the 
Town of Addison’s Public Works and Engineering 
Department, and Stephen Jeffus, PE, with RJN Group, 
Inc., presented “Addison’s Story: How Vibroacoustics 
Changed the Capital Improvement Plan”. A delicious 
bbq lunch was eaten, and fun was had, per usual!
 
Looking Ahead: Upcoming Events

We have an exciting lineup of events coming up in 
early 2026. Mark your calendars and make plans to 
join us!

April 16 – General Membership Meeting & Luncheon

•	 Our next general membership meeting and 
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March 2026 Update

The Southeast Branch is developing a partnership with San Jacinto College to show young 
professionals all the benefits that the APWA network can bring, but theres a way for  you to 
get involved too!

Are you an industry professional or retired expert looking for your next adventure and to 
give back? San Jacinto College invites you to help educate and inspire the next generation of 
students by joining their instructional team.

Explore current teaching opportunities and see how your experience can make an impact:
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GET INVOLVED:
Help Shape the Future
of the Texas APWA

Our Chapter doesn’t run on its own - it’s 
powered by volunteers. From events and 
education to advocacy and outreach, 
everything we do is made possible by 
members who step up and get involved.

Volunteering is a great way to grow your 
network, build leadership skills, and get more 
out of your APWA experience. Whether 
you have a little time or want to take on a 
bigger role, there’s a place for you at both 
the Chapter and Branch levels.

Many of our current leaders started by 
joining a committee or helping with an 
event. If you’ve ever considered getting more 
involved - or even serving on the Chapter 
Board in the future - this is the perfect place 
to start.

We’re always looking for engaged members 
to join committees, support events, and help 
lead the way forward for public works in 
Texas.

Want to learn more about committees?
Visit:https: //texas.apwa.org/homepage/
about/chapter-committees/

You can also reach out to your Branch 
leadership or a Chapter committee chair 
to get connected - we’d love to have you 
involved.

Interested in 
Volunteering?
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Current Open Positions on the Texas Chapter Site
Below is a snapshot of recently posted roles on our site (as of this writing). 

Please check the full listing for more details. (Job Opportunities)

Job Title
MS4 & Floodplain Administrator
Engineer (Transportation & Public Works)
Director of Public Works
Director of Engineering
Capital Projects Engineer or 
Senior Projects Engineer
Civil Engineer
Water Quality Specialist
Utility Operator I, II, or III 
Streets Maintenance Works
Director of Traffic Management
CIP Program Manager
Director of Public Works
Director of Development Services
Director of Engineering

Agency
City of Schertz, TX
City of Kyle, TX 
City of Marshall, TX 
City of Heath, TX
City of Burleson, TX

City of Schertz, TX
Town of Addison, TX
Town of Addison, TX
Town of Addison, TX
City of Lubbock, TX
City of Pearland, TX
City of Southlake, TX
City of Portland, TX
City of Celina, TX
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Texas APWA Job Opportunities

Connecting Public Works Talent Across Texas
Looking for your next career move - or the right professional to join your team? The Texas 
Chapter APWA Job Opportunities page connects agencies and job seekers across the state.

For employers, posting is simple and affordable. Submit your position online, pay the $100 fee, 
and your listing appears on the Chapter website for 60 days—reaching a statewide network of 
public works professionals.

For job seekers, it’s your one-stop shop for roles in engineering, operations, management, and 
infrastructure. Bookmark the page and check back regularly for new postings.

Visit texas.apwa.org/job-opportunities to post or explore openings.

https://texas.apwa.org/category/job-opportunities/
http://texas.apwa.org
http://texas.apwa.org
https://texas.apwa.org/homepage/resources/job-opportunities/
https://texas.apwa.org/homepage/resources/job-opportunities/


         A JOURNEY THROUGH HistoryHistory

Remembering Kurt Schnellenbach and 
Houston’s place in APWA history

This issue’s From the Vault revisits two editions of The 
Participant, highlighting the legacy of Texas Chapter 
leader Kurt Schnellenbach.
In the February 1982 issue, Kurt (Texas Chapter 
President in 1978) was announced as a representative 
to the APWA House of Delegates, continuing his service 
at the national level. That same year, Houston hosted the 
APWA International Congress & Equipment Show (now 
PWX) for the first time.
In 2026, PWX returns to Houston – only the second time 
in the city’s history. Texas has long played a key role in 
APWA, hosting Congress events across Dallas, Fort 
Worth, San Antonio, and Houston since 1912.

The Spring 1991 issue again recognized Kurt in “A Leader 
in Capital Improvements,” while also highlighting the 
Public Works Short Course (now the Public Workshop 
& Equipment Roadeo), National Public Works Week, and 
statewide branch updates. 

As we look ahead to PWX 2026, these archives remind 
us that today’s progress is built on decades of leadership, 
service, and community.

FROM the VAULT

APWA Congress in Texas 
Through the Years

Texas has hosted the APWA International 
Congress & Equipment Show several 

times throughout the association’s 
history:

Year		 City
2007	 San Antonio
1995	 Dallas
1982	 Houston
1970	 Dallas
1956	 Fort Worth
1946	 Fort Worth
1912	 Dallas

Coming Soon:
PWX returns to Houston in 2026, marking 
only the second time the event has been 
hosted in the city.
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