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CHAPTER PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

President Richard Mendoza

Message from the President: Hello APWA Texas Chapter.
It’s my favorite time of the year, National Public Works Week 
(May 17-23) is upon us! Does your organization have a plan 
to celebrate it? 
It’s crucial that you do. Our work depends on public support. 
We need to remind the people we serve — not just on that 
week, but year-round — of the great work and indispensable 
infrastructure we provide. 
This year’s theme, “Rooted in Service, Powered by Community,” 
acknowledges that the roots of service run deep in public 
works. It’s what has propelled public works innovations 
that have helped our communities evolve into places where 
people can lead lives of purpose and possibility. 
Some work — like building roads and bridges — is highly 
visible, while other public works contributions — like 
maintaining water and sewer systems — are sometimes 
hidden from view. Together, these efforts form the foundation 
of thriving communities, reminding us that every project, 
seen or unseen, powers the connection between service and 
the people it supports. 
The residents you serve need to know things like: 

•	 Where drinking water comes from 
•	 What happens when you call 311
•	 How potholes get fixed
•	 Why storm drains matter
•	 How you drive a snowplow/sweeper

This helps them understand that government isn’t something separate from their daily lives. What we 
do has real, tangible effects on their quality of life, personal safety, and sense of community. 

It’s also important to observe this week internally. Your employees need to feel seen and appreciated. 
They need to have a sense that they aren’t simply clocking in and out of a job — reinforce to them that 
they are making a difference and are essential to the proper functioning of the city or county they serve. 
You may already have a publicity campaign planned. If you don’t — or if you want to make yours even 
better — head over to the national APWA website at www.apwa.org/events/national-public-works-week-
npww/. There, you’ll find a wealth of resources that can be quickly mobilized for a campaign: sample 
events and activities; social media posts; ideas for videos; and proclamations that can be delivered by 
your mayor, governor, or other officials. 

This is our moment to shine. Let the world know how essential public works is to their lives. 
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TML CORNER:TML CORNER:

Welcome back to the TML 
Corner. Recent activity at both 
the federal and state levels 
continue to influence how 
cities plan, deliver, and manage 
public works programs. Funding 
requirements, water supply 
discussions, and housing policy 
considerations all affect the 
decisions you make every day.

Federal Guidance and Funding Resources

Federal agencies continue to refine 
guidance tied to major infrastructure 
programs. The League reports ongoing 
work to track federal actions connected 
to the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act. The League and the National League 
of Cities plan to share resources that 
help cities understand access to funding 
for transportation, water, broadband, 
and resilience projects. This information 
prepares your teams for upcoming 
opportunities and ensures that project 
planning aligns with federal expectations.

The U.S. Treasury is offering webinars to 
help cities prepare accurate reports for the 
State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds. 
The reporting deadline for these funds 
is April 30, and these training sessions 
give your staff practical instructions for 
completing required submissions.

Interim Work Picks Up:Interim Work Picks Up:

JONATHAN WHEAT, TML REPRESENTATIVE

Ballot Language, Grants, and Water ResilienceBallot Language, Grants, and Water Resilience
By Jonathan Wheat, P.E., Director of Engineering, City of Carrollton

Jonathan Wheat, PE

jonathan.wheat@cityofcarrollton.com
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Housing Policy and Local Infrastructure 
Planning

Congress passed legislation addressing 
housing affordability. Housing policy 
shapes local infrastructure needs 
because new development creates 
additional demand on streets, drainage 
systems, water supply, and wastewater 
capacity. Cities that anticipate this impact 
are better positioned to plan for capital 
improvements that keep pace with 
growth.

FEMA BRIC Program

The FEMA Building Resilient Infrastructure 
and Communities program opened its 
new application period on March 25. Cities 
have 120 days to submit applications, 
and the deadline is July 23. FEMA made 
one billion dollars available for hazard 
mitigation projects that reduce long term 
risks to life and property. This funding 
supports projects that improve resilience 
for facilities, flood control systems, and 
community lifelines. Public works teams 
can use this program to advance projects 
that address known hazards and support 
long term service reliability.

If you are interested in learning more 
about the program, visit https://grants.
gov/search-results-detail/361620.

Water Supply and Demand Pressures

State leaders continue to focus on 
water supply and demand. The Texas 
House Committee on Natural Resources 
reviewed groundwater conditions, 
aquifer sustainability, and the increasing 
demand from data centers. These issues 
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influence long term planning for water 
supply and system capacity. Cities that 
rely on groundwater will want to watch 
these discussions closely because they 
may guide future policy decisions.

The Senate Committee on Water, 
Agriculture, and Rural Affairs will study 
interim charges related to resource 
management. Cities benefit from early 
awareness of committee work because 
findings often shape future legislation that 
affects water planning and infrastructure 
investment.

What This Means for Your Work

Your teams face continuous pressure 
to deliver reliable infrastructure while 
meeting changing expectations from 
federal and state agencies. Reviewing 
federal guidance supports strong grant 
preparation. Tracking groundwater 
and housing policy discussions helps 
your staff plan for growth and resource 
constraints. Staying informed through 
TML communication allows your city to 
prepare for new requirements before they 
affect operations.

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS
JOHN WARNEMENT

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS, CITY OF WEBSTER

As I write this article for this issue the Region 
VII Director, delegates and other chapter 
and national leadership are preparing to 
gather in Tulsa, Oklahoma for our annual 
“winter” meeting.  Region VII is comprised 
of Texas, Arizona, New Mexico and 
Oklahoma.  Our agenda covers topics from 
roles and responsibilities and action plans 
to new initiatives, technical committees, 
membership engagement, YPs, PWX and 
ways we can support our Region VII partners.  
These meetings, along with quarterly virtual 
meetings, give us the opportunity to provide 
feedback and guide APWA discussion, as 
we seek to better serve all members.  Your 
input is necessary to help guide us through 
our conversations.  Please know that 
you may reach out to me ( jwarnement@
webstertx.gov) or other chapter leadership 

with concerns or recommendations at any 
time as we continue our work.  I look forward 
to reporting more from the winter meeting in 
a future magazine. 

In the meantime, while many of you have 
shifted focus to plans for PWX in Houston, 
APWA continues to develop new programs 
to enhance your experience.  This month, I 
highlight Public Works Radio, as it dives into 
a wide range of topics designed to educate 
and inspire, making public works more visible 
to everyone—from the public and elected 
officials to industry peers and media. Through 
a podcast format, industry professionals 
share in-depth, compelling stories in a way 
that fits seamlessly into your everyday life—
whether you’re on a morning jog, commuting 
to work, or shopping for groceries.

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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With two new episodes each month, Public 
Works Radio can be heard wherever you 
listen to your favorite podcasts.  Latest 
episodes include:

•	 Leading in Public Works Means Showing 
Up Every Day

•	 Understanding the Safety Risks of 
Lithium-Ion Batteries

•	 Accreditation in Public Works: Much More 
than Meets the Eye

•	 The Movement to Recognize Public 
Works Professionals as First Responders

•	 Creative Ideas to Celebrate National 
Public Works Week with Your Community

•	 Sustainability, Resilience, and 
Preparedness in Public Works for a Safer 
Tomorrow

•	 The Emerging Leaders Academy: 
Celebrating 20 Years of Life-Changing 
Experiences

If you’d like to request a topic or offer to come 
on as a guest, email podcast@apwa.org. 

Additionally, I am pleased to share upcoming 
summer education programs, featuring 
engaging sessions on relevant topics for 
public works professionals at all levels.

•	 June 3: APWA Partner Showcase: Learn 
More with Buildwitt

•	 June 9:  Engineering Workforce Consortium 
Webinar: Aligning Engineering and Public 
Works

•	 June 11: Building Resilient Communities: 
How Mutual Aid Supports Emergency 
Operations

•	 June 16-18: Winter Maintenance 
Supervisor Certificate

Finally, make sure that you check out the pre- 
and post-conference programs at PWX.  As 
our chapter hosts in Houston, the logistics of 
attending, or sending staff to attend, are more 
easily accomplished.  For full-conference 

attendees, consider extending your trip by 
an extra day.  If you do not plan to attend 
the full conference, registration is available 
for those who would just like to attend one 
of these programs.  I promise it is worth the 
effort to attend while in-person programs 
are available close by.

On Saturday, August 29, pre-conference 
programs include:

•	 Young Professionals Summit
•	 Self-Assessment and Accreditation 

Workshop

On Wednesday, September 2, post-
conference programs include:

•	 Facilities and Grounds Management 
Certificate

•	 Public Fleet Management Certificate

More information regarding all of these 
programs, and more, can be found at www.
apwa.org.

Texas APWA Reporter: NewsletterTexas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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Each May, communities across North 
America pause to recognize the professionals 
who keep daily life moving during National 
Public Works Week (NPWW). Sponsored 
by the American Public Works Association 
since 1960, NPWW highlights the essential 
services that often go unnoticed—but are 
relied upon every single day. From streets 
and drainage to water systems, traffic 
operations, fleet maintenance, engineering, 
parks, sanitation, and emergency response 
support, public works is at the center of 
community quality of life.

National Public Works Week 2026 will 
be observed May 17–23, 2026, with 
this year’s theme:

Rooted in Service, Powered by 
Community

This theme recognizes the deep commitment 
public works professionals bring to their 
work and the lasting impact they have on the 
places they serve. Some public works efforts 
are highly visible—roads, bridges, sidewalks, 
parks, and public facilities. Others happen 
behind the scenes—water distribution, 
wastewater systems, storm drainage, traffic 
signals, and emergency repairs. Whether 
seen or unseen, these services form the 
foundation of safe, functional, and thriving 
communities.

Public works professionals are often among 
the first to respond when challenges arise. 

Severe weather, flooding, infrastructure 
failures, debris removal, utility restoration, 
and community recovery all depend on 
dedicated teams ready to serve at a 
moment’s notice. NPWW is an opportunity 
to recognize that commitment and educate 
the public on the broad scope of services 
public works provides.

Ways Texas Agencies Can Celebrate

National Public Works Week can be 
observed in many ways, large or small. 
APWA encourages agencies and chapters to 
tailor activities to fit their community. Popular 
ideas include:

•	 Employee appreciation breakfasts or 
lunches

•	 Public Works Week proclamations from 
mayors, county judges, or governors

•	 Open houses or facility tours

NATIONAL PUBLIC 
WORKS WEEK 2026

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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•	 “Touch-a-Truck” events for families and 
schools

•	 Social media spotlights of employees and 
departments

•	 Community clean-up or beautification 
projects

•	 Safety demonstrations
•	 Equipment rodeos or skills competitions
•	 Volunteer service projects or food drives
•	 Recognition of retirees and milestone 

employees

Texas APWA Reporter: NewsletterTexas APWA Reporter: Newsletter

A Message to Texas Public Works Professionals

Across Texas, public works teams keep our cities, counties, districts, and campuses 
operating in every season and circumstance. They solve problems before many residents 
even know they exist. National Public Works Week is a time to celebrate those efforts, 
thank the professionals who make them possible, and remind our communities that strong 
infrastructure begins with dedicated people.

As we celebrate NPWW 2026, let us proudly recognize those who are truly Rooted in 
Service, Powered by Community.

Future NPWW Dates
May 16-22, 2027

May 21-27, 2028

May 20-26, 2029

May 19-25, 2030

they build community

Join the Conversation

APWA also promotes a social media Spirit 
Week, encouraging agencies, chapters, and 
individuals to share photos, stories, and 
appreciation throughout the week using the 
hashtag #NPWW. It is a simple but effective 
way to highlight the people behind the work 
and connect with the communities they 
serve. 

Visit the NPWW Social Media Page for tools 
and resources.

they keep our streets safe 
& water clean

they build our futurethey keep us running

clean parks, happy kids
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Taste Houston:
A Food Scene Worth Exploring

Xochi: Downtown’s Culinary Showcase

Located inside the Marriott Marquis next to the 
convention center, Xochi is one of Houston’s most 
celebrated restaurants. Chef Hugo Ortega’s menu 
focuses on the flavors of Oaxaca, featuring complex 
moles, handmade tortillas, and beautifully prepared 
seafood and meats. If you want a restaurant that 
captures Houston’s creative culinary spirit, this is it.

Zydeco Louisiana Diner

If you are looking for something casual, flavorful, and 
unmistakably Gulf Coast, Zydeco Louisiana Diner 
is a downtown favorite that delivers big Louisiana 
flavor just a short walk from the convention center. 
This small, counter service spot specializes in classic 
Cajun and Creole comfort food like crawfish étouffée, 
shrimp po’boys, gumbo, and red beans and rice. The 
portions are generous, the atmosphere is relaxed, 
and the flavors are exactly what you would expect 
from a kitchen inspired by the culinary traditions of 
Louisiana. For conference attendees who want a quick 
lunch that still feels authentically regional, Zydeco is 
one of those places locals quietly recommend.

Space City Birria

If you are in the mood for something bold and 
unmistakably Houston, Space City Birria is a must try. 
This small downtown spot has built a loyal following 
around one thing done exceptionally well: birria. Slow 
braised beef is tucked into crispy tacos, served with 
rich consommé for dipping, and packed with deep, 
savory flavor. The result is messy in the best possible 
way and incredibly satisfying. It is exactly the kind 
of place that reflects Houston’s food culture. Simple 
food, big flavor, and a line of locals who know they 
have found something good.

PWX 2026 will bring public works professionals from 
across the country to downtown Houston, but the 
conference is only part of the experience. Just outside 
the doors of the George R. Brown Convention Center 
sits one of the most exciting food cities in America.

Houston’s dining scene is not defined by a single 
cuisine. It is defined by variety. The city is a true 
mishmash of cultures and traditions that come 
together in ways that make every meal an adventure. 
Within a few blocks of the convention center you can 
find Texas barbecue, Oaxacan moles, Vietnamese 
pho, Gulf seafood, street tacos, sushi counters, and 
Italian kitchens that rival those found in much older 
cities.

For anyone who loves food, Houston is a playground.

Xochi Restaurant

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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Kokoro

For those craving Japanese comfort food, Kokoro is 
a downtown gem known for its satisfying rice bowls 
and deeply flavorful ramen. The menu centers on 
Japanese donburi, where tender meats, vegetables, 
and savory sauces are served over perfectly steamed 
rice. Popular choices include crispy chicken katsu 
bowls and rich pork ramen that deliver warmth 
and depth of flavor in every bite. It is a relaxed spot 
that has become a favorite for downtown workers 
and visitors looking for a quick meal that still feels 
thoughtfully prepared.

Drunken Pho

Houston’s Vietnamese food scene is legendary, and 
Drunken Pho brings that tradition right into the heart 
of downtown. Known for its deeply aromatic broths 
and fresh ingredients, the restaurant serves classic 
Vietnamese dishes like pho, bánh mì sandwiches, 
and vermicelli bowls that balance bright herbs with 
rich, savory flavors. The pho arrives steaming hot, 
layered with tender meats and fragrant broth that 
has clearly been simmering for hours. It is a perfect 
reminder that some of Houston’s most beloved food 
traditions come from the city’s vibrant Vietnamese 
community.

Houston’s reputation as a food city has grown 
rapidly in recent years, and it is not difficult to see 
why. The city’s kitchens are fueled by generations 
of immigrants and chefs who brought their culinary 
traditions with them, creating a dining scene that is 
constantly evolving. That diversity means visitors can 
experience flavors from around the world without 
ever leaving the downtown area.

Houston’s food scene even caught the attention of 
visiting athletes during the 2026 World Baseball 
Classic. When the Italian national team played 
games in Houston, they gathered at Tavola, a local 
Italian restaurant that quickly became their home 
base while they were in town. When professional 
players from Italy say the Italian food in your city is 
impressive, that tells you something about the depth 
of the dining scene.

While you are in town for PWX 2026, take some 
time to explore it.

Step outside the convention center. Walk a few 

blocks. Ask a local where they like to eat. Whether 
it is a bowl of pho, a plate of tacos, a steaming bowl 
of gumbo, or a carefully crafted mole, you will quickly 
discover why Houston has become one of America’s 
great food cities.

For the latest updates, announcements, and insider 
tips about PWX 2026 in Houston, be sure to follow 
the Texas Chapter APWA on social media as we count 
down to the conference.

And while you are out exploring the city, you may 
notice something painted high above Interstate 45 that 
simply reads “Be Someone.” The phrase has become an 
unofficial motto for Houston.

Consider it an invitation.
Be someone who tries something new.
Be someone who discovers a favorite restaurant.
Be someone who experiences why Houston’s food 
scene is worth exploring.

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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Showdown

PW X 2026 N AT I O N A L

Saturday, August 29, 2026 
GRB Convention Center – 1001 Avenida De Las Americas

Move-in: Friday, August 28, 12:00pm 

Materials: Bring all supplies including tents, chairs, extension 
cords, coolers, pans, foil, pits, meat and seasoning.

COST
$500 Registration Fee 

DEADLINE
June 30, 2026

Register now: 
https://pwx2026bbqshowdown.rsvpify.com

We are looking for a variety of items such as:
• Vacation/Hotel Resorts 
• Experiences
• Sports Memorabilia
• Spa
• Dog and/or cat items
• Beverage/Entertainment 
• Outdoors (camping, fishing, hunting, etc.)
• Pool/Beach 
• State and/or City themed 
• Jewelry
• Art/Pottery/Decor

INAUGURAL 
SILENT AUCTION

TEXAS CHAPTER HOST COMMITTEE PRESENTS

Benefiting local non-profit charitable organizations:

Rebuilding 
Together Houston
Restoring safe and 
healthy homes for 
low-income seniors, 
veterans, and families

Houston 
Food Bank
Distributing millions 
of nutritious meals 
annually to families 
across southeast Texas

If interested in providing a donation, contact 
Bricelda Patino at bricelda@accuratemeter.com

Silent Auction will be open  
Sunday, Aug. 30 – Tuesday, Sept. 1

Donations to be collected no later than Aug. 14, 2026

CALL FOR DONATIONS

Scan the QR 
code for more 
details about 
the event

12 MAY 2026

Race Start Location:
Allen’s Landing Park (1005 Commerce St., Houston, TX 77002)

Run along Buffalo Bayou, a 53-mile, 18,000-year-old slow-moving waterway
and the historic birthplace of Houston!

AUGUST 30 - SEPTEMBER 2, 2026

5K FUN RUN
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1

6:30 A.M.

RUN LIKE ASPACECOWBOY!

For more information visit:

$60/person
Register by July 10 to receive a T-Shirt and Medal

CONTACT
Yvette Montelongo at 281-381-9827 (Cell) or

yvette.montelongo@houstontx.gov

Packet Pickup:
Monday, August 31 [1 - 3 PM] At George R. Brown Convention Center - Volunteer Room (Room 340B) 

& Tuesday, September 1 [6 - 6:30 AM] At Race Start Location 

Register  Online [Click Here]
Or Scan QR Code Below

texas.apwa.org/event/pwx-2026-5k-fun-run-and-walk/

• Includes beer tastings 
at 3 breweries, food, and 
transportation

• Only 100 spots available,  
so sign up early!

• Breweries: Frost Town,  
New Magnolia, Gristworkz

• Sponsorships available

AUG. 29, 2026
SATURDAY

START: 
5:00PM

TICKETS: 
$100

Register now: https://pwx2026brewerytour.rsvpify.com
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For more information, contact Leland Miller at lrmiller@gptx.org

BREAKFAST SPONSOR | $800 - Limited to 2 Sponsors
No Golfers – Company/Firm logo on signage during the event.

LUNCH SPONSOR | $1000 - Limited to 2 Sponsors
No Golfers – Company/Firm logo on signage during the event.

HOLE SPONSOR | $300 - Limited to 18 Sponsors
No Golfers – Company/Firm logo at flagstick on the green.  

INDIVIDUAL GOLFER | $150
Includes – Green/Cart Fee, Range Balls, Breakfast, Lunch and Awards.

BEVERAGE SPONSOR | $500 - Limited to 4 Sponsors
No Golfers – Company/Firm logo on signage during the event.

TEAM SPONSOR | $600 
Includes 4 golfers, Green/Cart Fee, Range Balls, Breakfast, Lunch and Awards.

TENT SPONSOR | $500 - Limited to 5 Sponsors
No Golfers – Company/Firm may set up tent/table on Tee Box

Register Online (Click Here)

SP
O
NS
O
RS
HI
PS

7:00 A.M.     Registration & Breakfast
8:30 A.M.     Shotgun Start
1:30 P.M.     Lunch & Awards

Schedule Format & Prizes
4-Person Scramble
Closest to the Pin, Longest Drive

AUGUST 29, 2026
Memorial Park Golf Course
1001 East Memorial Loop Drive
Houston, TX 77007 

GOLF
TOURNAMENT

PWX 2026 
JERSEY 
PRE-SALE Pick up at the 

Texas Chapter 
Hospitality Space

Pre-sale ends 
July 31, 2026

$50

http://texas.apwa.org
http://texas.apwa.org


PWITX: Class 6, Session 3   

View of the Waller Creek Tunnel Inlet control center

students and presenters.  Of course, these session 
can’t be just all work/training and no fun…so the 
PWITX Alumni Affairs team arranged an alumni 
event Thursday evening for the past graduates 
as well as the current students.  Despite a rainy 
evening, there was a good talkative crowd, plenty 
of laughing, and way too much food available.

Class Six will graduate in October in San Antonio.  
They will have received  90+ instructional hours 

Three down & one to go for graduation.  This 
session took place in Austin in the Austin 
Permitting and Development Center, a short 
walking distance from the hotel.  

This event started with a tour of the Waller Creek 
Tunnel Inlet Facility on Tuesday, the day before 
the classes started.  John Beachy, the Division 
Manager  and his team, were great hosts and 
provided a comprehensive  showcase of the 
stormwater operation as well as the adjacent park 
amenities.  Collectively, this complex significantly 
reduces the flooding risk downtown and also 
provides community events at the amphitheater 
as well as a beautiful park structure.  This is a 
shining example of collaboration between two 
departments and a civic association.

The 15 classes conducted over three days were 
presented by 13 different instructors.  There 
were many engaging discussions between the 

Good turnout for the social—fun time and great networking!

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter

Over and Out!

and toured a variety of facilities and infrastructure 
at the four locations over the two year period. 

The PWITX Vision is: To be the professional 
education and networking program of choice 
for Texas public works leaders through a 
spirit of active engagement and performance 
excellence. Come join us!   

For those interested in participating or asking 
questions about the program, you can visit the 
website at  https://Texas.apwa.org/pwitx/   or 
contact Ines Roach, Program Administrator, at 
Publicworksinstitute_tx@outlook.com

14 MAY 2026
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Park features and habitat around Waller Creek

Kristina Ramirez,  Harker Heights & Region 7 Rep, APWA 
exchanging ideas with students during two classes

One of the tables of students, committee and alumni

Panel :  Dan Kreuger, Jorge Morales, John German and Jim 
Gray sharing insights about sustainability 

Richard Mendoza, Dir Transportation and Public Works, 
Austin and Texas Chapter President, APWA.

Pond area adjacent to the Waller Creek Tunnel inlet.  
Considerable debris gathers in this channel after storm events 

Jeremy Staritt, ACD Frisco, talking about solid waste 
operations
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APWA 
ACCREDITATION 
UPDATE
APWA Accreditation provides an opportunity for 
agencies to earn an accreditation after completion 
of an evaluation and review process. The evaluation 
and best practice review process serves to provide 
a means of formally verifying and recognizing 
public works agencies for compliance with the 
recommended practices set forth in the Public Works 
Management Practices Manual.

It is a voluntary, self-motivated approach to objectively 
evaluate, verify, and recognize compliance with the 
recommended management practices.

Great Job!!!

Our host of the 2026 PWX-Houston, TX Public 
Works Department has been Re-Accredited for the 
4th time this past February. 

Worth Mentioning

In early March, the City of Webster, Texas, Public 
Works applied for accreditation, bringing the total 
of applicant organizations in Texas to 7.

Here are all the current applicant organizations:
•	 Dallas, TX Department of Public Works
•	 Denton, TX (10 Departments Total)
•	 DeSoto, TX Public Utilities Department
•	 Lancaster, TX Department of Public Works
•	 Pflugerville, TX Public Works Department
•	 Princeton, TX Public Works Department
•	 Webster, TX Public Works Department

Learn more

If you are interested in hearing more about 
APWA Accreditation, below are some upcoming 
opportunities.

•	 There is the virtual self-assessment 
workshop on May 19, 2026, during NPWW. Those 
are $99 for members and run for 3 hours, making 
it a great training option for agencies that have just 
started exploring the accreditation process or first-
time accreditation managers: https://www.apwa.org/
event/apwa-virtual-self-assessment-workshop/

•	 Or if you’d like an in-person self-assessment 
workshop, there will be one at this year’s PWX 
in Houston! As well as accreditation open forum, 
learning sessions and there will be a booth you can 
stop by and ask any questions.

•	 Also, our Texas Chapter has an Accreditation 
Liaison, Dana Gatlin.  She is available to ask any 
questions anytime about what Accreditation is, how 
to get started, what the process looks like, help with 
practice requirements, etc. You can reach her via 
email at dgatlin@templetx.gov or phone 254-298-
5677. 

All opportunities are listed on our Texas APWA 
Chapter events calendar. 
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Every school day, millions of children ride a school bus 
to and from school. In countries like the United States, 
school buses are considered one of the safest forms 
of transportation for students. However, maintaining 
that safety requires teamwork between drivers, 
students, parents, schools, and other motorists.

In Texas, school bus passing laws are strictly 
enforced to protect students during their commute. 
According to the Texas Department of Public Safety 
(DPS), drivers must stop for a school bus whenever 
its alternating flashing red lights are active, or its stop 
arm is extended. In Texas, you must stop for a school 
bus with flashing red lights or an extended stop sign 
from either direction, unless the road is divided by a 
physical barrier (like a median).

Passing a stopped bus is illegal, with fines ranging 
from $500 to $1,250 for a first offense.

Key Texas School Bus Passing Rules:

•	 Stop in Both Directions: On two-lane roads, 
or roads without a physical divider (including center 
turn lanes), vehicles in both directions must stop.
•	 Divided Highway Exception: You do not 
have to stop if you are on the opposite side of a road 
divided by a physical barrier or raised median.
•	 When to Stop: Stop when the red lights 
are flashing, the stop-arm is extended, or the bus is 
stopped to load/unload children.
•	 When to Proceed: Only pass when the red 
lights stop flashing, the stop-arm is retracted, and 
the bus is in motion.
•	 Penalties: First-time offenses can cost $500–
$1,250. Subsequent offenses can lead to license 
suspension. 

APWA REPORTER SAFETY CORNER PRESENTS:
SCHOOL BUS SAFETY

Protecting Our 
Children on the Road
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SAFETY TIPS:
•	 Always maintain a safe distance of 10-20 feet from the bus.

•	 Be prepared to stop, as buses frequently stop. 

•	 Many buses have cameras to catch violators, even if no police officer is present. 

Submitted by Bill Huck, City of Austin Occupational Safety Manager

Passing
Rules

18 MAY 2026



Texas APWA Reporter: NewsletterTexas APWA Reporter: Newsletter

Austin Resource Recovery Road-E-O April 2026

The Austin Resource Recovery Department held its 
Annual Equipment Roadeo on Saturday, April 11, 
2026. The event gave employees a great opportunity 
to showcase their driving skills in a friendly 
competition, with bragging rights and a trip to the 
SWANA Texas State Roadeo on the line.

Participants competed in timed challenges using 
heavy equipment such as garbage collection trucks, 
tractor-trailers, and crane trucks. Tasks included 
navigating tight obstacle courses, maneuvering large 
machinery, and demonstrating precision skills like 
parallel parking.

In addition to the competition, the event featured 
great food and activities for kids and families, making 
it an enjoyable experience for everyone involved.

These operators will definitely see you at the next 
APWA Roadeo!
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CLASS OF
2032
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Look Out APWA Roadeo – The Class of 2032 is already training
Jason Frost, Education Chair – TPWA Central TX Board of Directors
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MY (ONGOING) JOURNEY
INTO PUBLIC WORKS

centered on helping people. Eventually I accepted a 
job in the private sector in the pursuit of higher pay 
and professional growth. The role taught me a great 
deal, but the work was not what I had hoped it would 
be. Instead, it reinforced something important: the 
work that motivated me most was work that directly 
benefited the community. I realized I missed service 
years. That realization ultimately steered me toward 
a career in the public sector.

After some time, I accepted the role as an assistant 
to the executive team of Austin Resource Recovery. 
I was thrilled with the prospect of working for the 
City of Austin, but I wondered how my position 
would allow me to meaningfully contribute to the 
community. Luckily, it did not take long to realize that 
Austin Resource Recovery operates with ambitious 
aspirations and commitments to public service. 
That is evident through its mission statement: “We 
provide essential services that protect people and 
our planet.” 

One might assume that the primary service 
Austin Resource Recovery provides is to keep 
our communities clean. And like I said before, a 
considerable amount of time, labor and resources 
go into effort. But on top of all that, the department 
educates the public about sustainability and 
encourages residents to move towards a zero-waste 
lifestyle. Ultimately, the real feat isn’t accomplishing 
all this in a day, but consistently delivering on all 
these goals all year.

Over time I’ve come to understand the method 
and order behind the chaotic morning routine. My 
role permits me to make meaningful contributions 
towards our policies and procedures. The executive 
team continuously works to improve our services to 
the public, push towards our zero waste goals, and 
support our staff with development and operational 
efficiencies. It has been three years since I’ve started 
at Austin Resource Recovery and I’m proud of the 
work that we’ve done. Knowing that our ongoing 
efforts contribute to the betterment of our city is 
deeply rewarding. Because of this experience, I see 
myself building a career in the public works sector. 

GUSTAVO VALLE 
CITY OF AUSTIN RESOURCE RECOVERY

It’s a sight to behold: the deceptively chaotic morning 
scramble at the service center as operators make 
their way towards their trucks to begin their shift. I 
admit I was overwhelmed at first, unsure if I could 
ever decipher all the work unfolding before my eyes. 
Most people know the end-result: an operator pulls 
up next to your home, empties your trash, recyclables, 
or compost into the back of the truck, and moves on 
to the next house. While I understood the purpose 
of the routine I was witnessing, I never would have 
imagined it to be so intricate and hectic. To be 
completely frank, if you had told me ten years ago 
that I would be working in the solid waste industry, 
I’d assume that you’re probably speaking to the 
wrong person. Looking back on it now, it completely 
makes sense. 

In the fall of 2019, I moved to Austin, Texas to serve 
with Americorps. For the next two years, my service 
project focused on affordable housing construction 
and home repairs. Actively contributing to the 
betterment of community gave me a deep sense of 
fulfillment and led me to consider a professional path 
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The Southeast Branch’s 4th Annual Clay Shoot was held Friday, April 10th, at Westside Sporting Grounds in Katy, 
Texas.  The event drew 27 teams and 108 shooters!  Attendees were greeted with kolaches, donuts and coffee 
thanks to our Breakfast Sponsors, BGE and HR Green.

Fortunately, the rain that had been a concern held off until the afternoon, after the event was over.  The field 
included shooters of all experience levels.  Trophies, provided with the help of our Awards Sponsor, UES, were 
presented to the top 3 teams and top 3 shooters in several divisions: overall, female, and municipal.  The winners 
were as follows:

Team:  1st – Kyle Dennis, Katie Heckt, Phil Nekoranec, Jay Sunderwala
              2nd – Chad Savino, Andrew Latiolais, Cannon Neel, Drue McGinty
              3rd – Elyse Melton, Stephen Kelly, Michael Medwedeff, Tyler Barrows

Overall: 1st – Katie Heckt, 2nd - Jarrett Rabroker, 3rd – Benton Schmaltz
Female: 1st – Marlene Hay, 2nd – Elyse Melton, 3rd – Harper Rabroker
Municipal: 1st – Justin Beckendorff, 2nd – Austin Dale, 3rd – Dan Hilderbrandt

The crowd enjoyed lunch from Firehouse Subs and a chance at door prizes thanks to our Door Prize Sponsor, 
Hazen.

A big thanks for all of our team sponsors including Platinum Sponsor Mickie Service Company; Gold Sponsors 
EHRA, Pumps of Houston, and Tetra Tech; and Silver Sponsors Accurate Meter and Supply, Core & Main, EJ, Ford 
Meter Box, Mustang CAT, Garver, IDS Engineering Group, LAN, Magna Flow, Ninyo & Moore, and WSB.  Your 
support of this event helped raise over $6,200 for the Southeast Branch’s scholarship program!

SOUTHEAST BRANCH 4TH ANNUAL 
CLAY SHOOT
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March 6, 2026 RGV Bowling Social

Lastly, RGV members were invited to take their 
work shoes off and put on colorful bowling shoes 
and show off their stuff.  This was the first Bowling 
Night Social for the Branch and of course a good 
opportunity for all to network, exchange stories, and 
have a good time.  
 

Events coming up:

April 22, 206   General Branch Meeting – Lunch & 
Learn

McAllen EOC 2nd Floor, 201 N. 21st Street, McAllen, 
TX; 12pm

Guest speaker will be Tony Vasquez with Agile 
Strategic Ventures and Lewis Concrete Restoration 
to discuss infrastructure rehabilitation techniques 
and services.  

Quarterly Report:  January - March 2026

January 29, 2026 Lunch & Learn

The Rio Grande Valley (RGV) Branch hosted a Lunch 
& Learn at the City of Harlingen Public Works Facility 
with approximately 25 members in attendance.  
The meeting was sponsored by Kinloch Equipment 
who demonstrated their stormwater flush/vacuum 
trucks and best practices to address stormwater 
line maintenance and inspections.  Thanks to Adam 
Gomez and Kinloch for sponsoring lunch and the 
informative session.

February 19, 2026 Port of Brownsville Tour

The RGV Branch participated in a Port of Brownsville 
tour with approximately 30 members in attendance.  
This included a presentation and discussion with 
the Port Director, William Dietrich, and other 
representatives.  Mr. Dietrich explained how its 
recent fast growth has led to strategic coordination 
regarding infrastructure and planning with local 
cities and county officials to keep this vital economic 
engine running.  Especially impressive was the 
addition of multi-billion dollar investments for LNG 
(liquified natural gas) projects, the America First 
Refining Project, and its close neighbor SpaceX.
 

RIO GRANDE VALLEY BRANCHRIO GRANDE VALLEY BRANCH
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GET INVOLVED:
Help Shape the Future
of the Texas APWA

Our Chapter doesn’t run on its own - it’s 
powered by volunteers. From events and 
education to advocacy and outreach, 
everything we do is made possible by 
members who step up and get involved.

Volunteering is a great way to grow your 
network, build leadership skills, and get more 
out of your APWA experience. Whether 
you have a little time or want to take on a 
bigger role, there’s a place for you at both 
the Chapter and Branch levels.

Many of our current leaders started by 
joining a committee or helping with an 
event. If you’ve ever considered getting more 
involved - or even serving on the Chapter 
Board in the future - this is the perfect place 
to start.

We’re always looking for engaged members 
to join committees, support events, and help 
lead the way forward for public works in 
Texas.

Want to learn more about committees?
Visit:https: //texas.apwa.org/homepage/
about/chapter-committees/

You can also reach out to your Branch 
leadership or a Chapter committee chair 
to get connected - we’d love to have you 
involved.

Interested in 
Volunteering?
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Current Open Positions on the Texas Chapter Site
Below is a snapshot of recently posted roles on our site (as of this writing). 

Please check the full listing for more details. (Job Opportunities)

Job Title
Assistant Director of Public Works
General Manager
Senior Professional Engineer: In-House 
Design
Utility Superintendent
Assistant Director: Public Works
AMSS Application Admin
Civil Engineer
Water Quality Specialist
Utility Operator I, II, or III 
Streets Maintenance Works

Agency
City of Waco, TX
Harlingen Wateworks System
City of Fort Worth, TX

City of Belton, TX
City of San Antonio, TX
North Texas Tollway Authority
Town of Schertz, TX
Town of Addison, TX
Town of Addison, TX
Town of Addison, TX

Texas APWA Job Opportunities

Connecting Public Works Talent Across Texas
Looking for your next career move - or the right professional to join your team? The Texas 
Chapter APWA Job Opportunities page connects agencies and job seekers across the state.

For employers, posting is simple and affordable. Submit your position online, pay the $100 fee, 
and your listing appears on the Chapter website for 60 days—reaching a statewide network of 
public works professionals.

For job seekers, it’s your one-stop shop for roles in engineering, operations, management, and 
infrastructure. Bookmark the page and check back regularly for new postings.

Visit texas.apwa.org/job-opportunities to post or explore openings.

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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Texas APWAReporter NEWSLETTER
The Magazine of the Texas Public Works Professional

MARCH 2025

2025 TX-APWA 
2025 TX-APWA Public Workshop & 
Public Workshop & Equipment Roadeo
Equipment Roadeo

RECAPRECAP

February 9  Watch 

The Big Game with us for 

our pre-conference mixer

February 10  

Equipment Roadeo

PUBLIC 
WORKSHOP
COLLEGE 
STATION, TX

Texas APWA

Reporter NEWSLETTER

The Magazine of the Texas 

Public Works Professional

JANUARY 2025

Texas APWA

Reporter NEWSLETTER

The Magazine of the Texas 

Public Works Professional

JANUARY 2026

Public Workshop & Equipment Roadeo

is coming to Fort Worth, TX.

February 1-4, 2026

PUT YOUR BRAND IN FRONT OF THE 
PEOPLE WHO KEEP TEXAS RUNNING

From streets and drainage to utilities and transportation, 
Texas public works professionals rely on trusted partners. 
The Texas APWA Reporter offers direct access to this 
audience—decision-makers who plan, design, build and 
maintain critical infrastructure across the state.

Whether you’re promoting services, technology, or 
products this is a focused platform to stay top-of-mind. 

Why Advertise in the Texas 
APWA Reporter?

 Dimensions Pricing Pricing
Business Card 3.625 in x 2 in $80 $480 
1/2 Page 7.5 in x 4.75 in $180 $918 
1/2 Page Vertical 3.625 in x 9.75 $180 $918 
1/4 Page 3.625 in x 4.75 in $130 $663 
Full Page 7.5 in x 9.75 in $300 $1,530 

Connect with Texas Public Works Leaders

For all inquiries please reach out to ChapterAdmin@TXPublicWorks.com

Single/One 
Time Rate

Yearly RatePricing Chart

Texas APWAReporter NEWSLETTER
The Magazine of the Texas Public Works Professional

MARCH 2026

2026 Public Workshop & Equipment
Roadeo Recap
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Simplicity at its finest.

Learn more at ejco.com/hydrant
or call 800 626 4653

With the fewest parts in the industry, the WaterMaster® 
fire hydrant is known for its reliability and ease of 
maintenance.
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         A JOURNEY THROUGH HistoryHistory

May 1984 - National Public Works Week

FROM the VAULT

This month’s From the Vault takes us back to May 1984, when The Participant featured National 
Public Works Week on its cover. More than 40 years later, the message still holds true: public works 
professionals are essential to every community.

The cover spotlighted themes like supporting people and projects and protecting and enhancing the 
environment - proof that while equipment and technology have changed, the mission of public works 
has not.

Inside, the issue shared ideas for celebrating NPWW through proclamations, media outreach, and 
community engagement. As we prepare for this year’s National Public Works Week in May, it is a 
fitting reminder that promoting and celebrating public works has always mattered.

Some things change. Public works always delivers.	

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter

texas.apwa.org      29texas.apwa.org      29

http://texas.apwa.org
http://texas.apwa.org


30 JANUARY 2026

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter

30 MAY 2026



texas.apwa.org      31

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter

texas.apwa.org      31texas.apwa.org      31

http://texas.apwa.org
http://texas.apwa.org
http://texas.apwa.org


32 JANUARY 2026

Texas APWA Reporter: NewsletterTexas APWA Reporter: Newsletter

32 MAY 2026



texas.apwa.org      33

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter

texas.apwa.org      33texas.apwa.org      33

http://texas.apwa.org
http://texas.apwa.org
http://texas.apwa.org


34 JANUARY 2026

Texas APWA Reporter: NewsletterTexas APWA Reporter: Newsletter

34 MAY 2026


	Button 8: 


