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CHAPTER PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

President Spencer Maxwell

Message from the President: It is an honor to serve as President of the Texas 
Chapter of APWA.  I want to thank Richard Mendoza for his leadership over 
the past year, as well as the many branch leaders, committee members, 
and volunteers who continue to invest their time and energy into making 
our Chapter successful.

One of the things I’ve always appreciated about APWA is the people.  
Throughout my career, I’ve had the opportunity to learn from public works 
professionals across Texas, and I’ve seen firsthand how willing our members 
are to support one another and step up to serve.  Those relationships are 
what make this organization special.

As I look ahead to the coming year, there are three areas where I would like 
us to continue focusing our efforts.

Strengthening Member Engagement

Our Chapter is only as strong as the participation of its members.  We have 
great branches, committees, educational programs, and events, but their success depends on people 
getting involved.  Whether you’ve been active in APWA for years or you’re attending your first event, I 
encourage you to find a way to engage.  Some of the most rewarding experiences I’ve had in my career 
have come through APWA, and I hope we can create those same opportunities for others.

Delivering Value to Members

People join APWA because they want to learn, grow professionally, build relationships, and contribute to 
the public works profession.  We should continually challenge ourselves to make sure we’re delivering on 
those expectations.  Through educational opportunities, scholarships, technical resources, networking 
events, and leadership development, my goal is to ensure that members see real value in their involvement 
with APWA and feel that their membership is worth the investment.

Building a Stronger Chapter for the Future

The Texas Chapter has a strong foundation thanks to the leaders who have come before us.  This year, 
we’ll continue looking for ways to improve how we operate and how we support our branches and 
volunteers.  Efforts such as the development of a Chapter Annual Conference Committee are intended 
to provide greater consistency and position the Chapter for continued growth in the years ahead.

I am also especially excited that Texas will host PWX 2026 in Houston during my term as President.  Hosting 
PWX gives us a chance to showcase the outstanding work being done by public works professionals 
across Texas while welcoming colleagues from around the country to our state.  I hope many of our 
members will take advantage of the opportunity to attend, volunteer, and be part of making PWX 2026 
a success.
I am optimistic about the future of our Chapter and our profession.  Public works professionals continue to 
tackle complex challenges every day, and I am constantly impressed by the dedication and commitment 
of our members.
Thank you for everything you do to serve your communities and support APWA.  I look forward to working 
alongside you during the coming year and seeing many of you at events across Texas.

Spencer Maxwell, PE
2026-2027 Texas Chapter President
Associate, Freese and Nichols
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TML CORNER:TML CORNER:

Welcome back to the TML Corner. Your 
public works teams face increasing 
expectations related to water supply, 
infrastructure planning, and right of way 
management. TML continues to monitor 
state and federal activity that shapes how 
cities plan, design, and maintain essential 
systems.

Governor’s Directive on Data Centers and Local 
Infrastructure

The Governor directed the Public Utility Commission 
and ERCOT to review how data centers influence 
electrical infrastructure and resource use. The 
directive instructs the agencies to recommend 
actions that ensure data centers pay for their own 
electric infrastructure costs and that new facilities 
use water efficient technologies. These issues affect 
local infrastructure planning because large data 
centers can strain electric delivery systems, increase 
water demand, and create new expectations for 
noise control and setbacks. TML is evaluating the 
directive and preparing to engage in discussions 
related to resource management, residential 
protections, and local impacts.

Texas Supreme Court Ruling on Rights of Way

The Texas Supreme Court dismissed the cities’ 
lawsuit that challenged limits on municipal rights 
of way fees for cable, telecom, and small cell 
installations. This ruling removes the favorable 
appellate decision and leaves existing fee caps in 
place. Public works staff who manage right of way 
permitting and maintenance will continue to work 
within the restrictions created by S.B. 1152 and S.B. 

Interim Work Picks Up:Interim Work Picks Up:

JONATHAN WHEAT OF TML REPRESENTATIVE

Ballot Language, Grants, and Water ResilienceBallot Language, Grants, and Water Resilience
By Jonathan Wheat, P.E., Director of Engineering, City of Carrollton

Jonathan Wheat, PE

jonathan.wheat@cityofcarrollton.com

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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Interim Work Picks Up:Interim Work Picks Up:
1004. TML is reviewing possible next steps and will 
continue to update cities on any implications for 
cost recovery and right of way operations.

FCC Rulemaking on Wireline Broadband 
Deployment

The FCC placed a new rulemaking on its June 25 
agenda that affects how cities manage wireline 
broadband installations in public rights of way. The 
proposal sets a 120-day review deadline, limits fees 
to actual direct costs, requires in kind contributions 
to be applied to fee calculations, and restricts 
additional conditions placed on installations. These 
requirements could shift how cities schedule 
inspections, coordinate utility work, and manage 
permitting capacity. TML will distribute information 
to cities if the FCC adopts the proposal and will 
assist during the 45-day comment period.

Lead Service Line Replacement Funding

The Texas Water Development Board is requesting 
project forms for the Drinking Water State Revolving 
Fund Lead Service Line Replacement Program. 
Cities can request funding for planning, design, 
and construction of lead service line replacement 
projects. This is the final year of federal allocation, 
totaling 74 million dollars. Submissions are due 
August 14. Public works departments that have 
completed service line inventories or identified high 
priority areas are encouraged to apply.

TML General Fund Survey and Public Works 
Implications

TML continues to collect general fund revenue 
and expenditure data from cities statewide. The 
Legislature is reviewing local spending patterns 
and fee authority. Decisions made during the 
upcoming session may affect how cities fund 
street maintenance, drainage operations, utility 
coordination, inspection programs, and right of 
way management. Providing accurate financial 

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter

information allows TML to explain the true cost of 
core public works services and the resources needed 
to maintain reliable infrastructure.

Interim Hearings Affecting Public Works Functions

Several upcoming hearings involve public works 
topics.
•	 House Land and Resource Management 
will review zoning procedures, residential lot 
size requirements, mixed use and multifamily 
regulations, and local development fees. These 
discussions influence transportation planning, 
drainage design, and utility coordination.

•	 The same committee will also review 
municipal utility district creation and oversight, 
which affects long term maintenance responsibility 
and regional infrastructure planning.

•	 House Natural Resources will examine 
water infrastructure financing and the water use of 
data centers. These topics affect supply planning, 
treatment capacity, and drought response.

•	 Senate Business and Commerce will review 
the Broadband Development Office’s planning and 
deployment activities, which affect local permitting, 
right of way use, and coordination with providers.
TML monitors these hearings and will continue 
updating cities on issues that affect infrastructure 
design and service delivery.

Why This Matters for Public Works

Staying informed about federal guidance, state 
directives, and legislative priorities helps your 
department prepare for regulatory changes that 
influence capital planning, utility coordination, 
infrastructure financing, and right of way 
management. TML will continue to share updates 
that support your work and help your city anticipate 
operational impacts before new requirements take 
effect.

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS
JOHN WARNEMENT

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS, CITY OF WEBSTER

I recently met a good friend for lunch who 
asked what a Chapter Delegate does.  This 
question is an appropriate lead-in to follow 
up my article from our last issue.  I stated that 
there would be more to report from Region VII 
Winter Meeting in following months.  Along 
with delegates from Arizona, New Mexico 
and Oklahoma, we met with Kristina Ramirez, 
Region VII Director, Robert Garland, APWA 
President-Elect, and Wilf Nixon, Engineering 
and Technology Technical Director.  Among 
other topics, a significant amount of time was 
spent discussing Chapter Delegate roles.

As the APWA evolves, the Association seeks 
to be responsive to Chapter feedback from 
the 2025 PWX Council of Chapters Meeting.  
This has resulted in adaptations to Chapter 
Delegate roles to better support Chapter 
needs.  Roles include:

• Public Works Advocacy (Facilitator to 
Chapter Committees)
	 • Community Outreach
	 • Awards Program
• Information Exchange/Communication 
(Point of Contact)
	 • Chapter to APWA
	 • APWA to Chapter
	 • Chapter to Chapter
• Educational Opportunities (Promote)
	 • Technical Committees
	 • Certificates/Certifications
	 • Chapter Luncheon Programs
• Membership Development (Facilitator for 
the Chapter)
	 • Succession Planning
	 • Trade School/Community College/
University
	 • Outreach
	 • Membership Engagement
	 • YP Outreach
	 • Strategic Planning
• Best Practices (Chapter Support)
	 • Year-End Financials
	 • Insurance
	 • Contract Reviews
• Conflict Resolution (Facilitation)
	 • National, Chapter & Branch

This looks like a lot to do, and I suppose I 
would think so if it was truly left all to me and 

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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Sharon Valiante, our Alternate Delegate.  However, I would be remiss if I did not point out that 
the Texas Chapter is blessed not only by strong board leadership and committee participation, 
but especially by having Dorothy Bergeson, Chapter Administrator and Christy Strach, Chapter 
Financial Administrator to carry a portion of our load.  Not all chapters are so fortunate to have 
staff, let alone those that are so active in pursuit of ensuring APWA compliance and organization 
advancement.  For this, I am grateful.

In other news from our meeting, PWX will mark a new era with the formal release of the 
2026-2029 Strategic Plan.  Go back to National Public Works Week, two years ago.  The theme 
was People, Purpose and Presence.  These three pillars have been converted into a meaningful 
plan in how we serve our membership.  We will be looking to share more about this plan in 
upcoming issues, and especially at PWX in Houston.

For a complete change of pace, the APWA is excited to have won three prestigious Telly 
Awards in 2026! The Telly Awards annually showcase the best work created within television 
and across video, for all screens. You can watch them using the following links.  
•	 Public Works: A Kid’s Perspective https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0PPe5NUM774
•	 Introducing Vic Bianes! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rde4M3fV5vk 
•	 PWX 25 People, Purpose, Presence Highlight Reel https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=MCS5Aq0OzV0

Finally, congratulations to our New Initiatives applicants from the Texas Chapter for Future 
City Competition North Texas.  This program is one of only six awarded funding through the 
New Initiatives Program.  It focuses on expanding hands-on STEM learning opportunities for 
students in grades 4–12 while increasing awareness of public works careers and infrastructure 
challenges. There were 33 applicants nationwide.

Texas APWA Reporter: NewsletterTexas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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PUT YOUR BRAND IN FRONT OF THE 
PEOPLE WHO KEEP TEXAS RUNNING

From streets and drainage to utilities and transportation, 
Texas public works professionals rely on trusted partners. 
The Texas APWA Reporter offers direct access to this 
audience—decision-makers who plan, design, build and 
maintain critical infrastructure across the state.

Whether you’re promoting services, technology, or 
products this is a focused platform to stay top-of-mind. 

Why Advertise in the Texas 
APWA Reporter?

 Dimensions Pricing Pricing
Business Card 3.625 in x 2 in $80 $480 
1/2 Page 7.5 in x 4.75 in $180 $918 
1/2 Page Vertical 3.625 in x 9.75 $180 $918 
1/4 Page 3.625 in x 4.75 in $130 $663 
Full Page 7.5 in x 9.75 in $300 $1,530 

Connect with Texas Public Works Leaders

For all inquiries please reach out to ChapterAdmin@TXPublicWorks.com

Single/One 
Time Rate

Yearly RatePricing Chart
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The countdown is on!

In less than two months, public works professionals 
from across North America will gather in Houston 
for the 2026 APWA Public Works Expo (PWX), 
taking place August 30 – September 2 at the George 
R. Brown Convention Center. Hosted by the Texas 
Chapter of APWA, PWX 2026 is shaping up to be 
one of the most memorable conferences in APWA 
history—and we need your help to make it a success.

Making PWX History

Houston is on track to host the largest exhibit hall 
in PWX history, with nearly 114,000 net square 
feet of exhibit space and exhibit space essentially 
sold out. Thousands of public works professionals, 
exhibitors, agency leaders, consultants, contractors, 
manufacturers, and suppliers will come together for 
education, networking, and innovation.

Behind the scenes, more than 130 volunteers 
from across Texas have spent nearly three years 
planning activities, events, tours, competitions, and 
experiences designed to showcase Texas hospitality 
on a national stage.

New for PWX 2026: National BBQ Showdown

Everything is bigger in Texas—including our 
barbecue.

One of the newest additions to PWX 2026 is the 
National BBQ Showdown, taking place Saturday, 
August 29. Public works agencies from across 
North America are invited to compete in a friendly 
Texas-style cook-off while networking with fellow 
professionals before the conference officially begins.
Texas agencies interested in entering a team are 
encouraged to sign up soon. Registration is currently 
scheduled to close July 9 (subject to extension based 
on participation and availability). Whether you’re 
competing or simply coming to enjoy the atmosphere, 
this event is sure to become a PWX favorite.

Saddle Up! Volunteers Needed

Volunteers are essential to the success of PWX, and 

we are still seeking individuals willing to assist during 
conference week.

Volunteer opportunities are available August 28 
through September 2 and may include registration 
support, attendee assistance, wayfinding, event 
support, and other important roles throughout the 
conference.

Volunteer benefits include:

   • Official volunteer shirt and badge
   • Snacks during volunteer shifts
   • Four volunteer hours = four hours of             		
      complimentary conference access
   • The opportunity to be part of the largest           	       
public works event in the world

If you’ve ever wanted to experience PWX from 
behind the scenes, now is the time to get involved.

New for 2026: Inaugural Silent Auction

The PWX 2026 Host Committee is proud to launch its 
Inaugural Silent Auction, benefiting two outstanding 
Houston-area nonprofit organizations: the Houston 
Food Bank and Rebuilding Together Houston.

But we need your help.

We’re currently seeking donations from APWA 
members, agencies, businesses, and industry 
partners to help make this event a success. Whether 
it’s a vacation package, hotel stay, sporting event 
tickets, outdoor adventure, artwork, jewelry, 
restaurant experience, spa package, local attraction, 
or unique Texas-themed item, every donation helps 
support these worthy causes.

The Silent Auction will be open throughout PWX from 
August 30 through September 1, giving thousands 
of attendees the opportunity to bid on exciting items 
while supporting the local community. Best of all, 
100% of Silent Auction proceeds will directly benefit 
the Houston Food Bank and Rebuilding Together 
Houston. 

Donations are requested by August 14.

texas.apwa.org      9texas.apwa.org      9
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Sponsorships

Individual Ticket: $65

H-Town 
Sponsorship
$1,000 
(4 tickets)

Space City 
Sponsorship
$750 
(3 tickets)

Bayou City 
Sponsorship
$500 
(2 tickets)

Clutch City 
Sponsorship
$250 
(1 ticket)

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1  @  6-9PM
Social Beer Garden HTX   Transportation will be provided

Register TodayAttendee and Sponsors RSVP by 8/21

If your agency, company, branch, committee, or 
family has an item or experience to contribute, 
we encourage you to participate. This is a unique 
opportunity to showcase your organization, support 
Houston-area charities, and leave a lasting impact 
long after PWX concludes.

To donate an item or learn more, contact Bricelda 
Patino at bricelda@accuratemeter.com.

We challenge each Texas APWA branch, committee, 
agency, and industry partner to contribute at least 
one item to help make our inaugural Silent Auction a 
signature PWX tradition.

Sponsorship Opportunities Still Available

While many sponsorship opportunities have already 
been secured, a variety of Texas Chapter-hosted 
sponsorships remain available.
Current opportunities include:

     • Get Acquainted Party
     • National BBQ Showdown
     • Equipment Roadeo
     • Golf Tournament
     • Brewery Tour
     • 5K Fun Run
     • Southern Hospitality Events
     • Be Someone Sponsorships
     • Texas Chapter Dinner

Sponsorship opportunities range from 
entry-level support opportunities to 
premier event activations and provide 
excellent visibility before a national 
audience of public works professionals. 
In addition, a minimum of 15% of 
sponsorship contributions will support 
Texas Chapter scholarships and future 
public works leaders.

Important Dates
July 17 – National BBQ Showdown 
Team Registration Deadline*
July 31 – 5K Fun Run Registration 
Deadline 
August 1 – Equipment Roadeo 
Registration Deadline
August 14 – Silent Auction Donation 
Deadline
August 21 – Texas Chapter Dinner 
Registration Deadline

*Deadline subject to extension.

Stay Connected

As PWX approaches, schedules, volunteer 
opportunities, sponsorship availability, event 
information, and other details continue to evolve.

For the latest information, sponsorship opportunities, 
volunteer registration, and event updates, visit: 
https://texas.apwa.org/pwx-2026/

We look forward to welcoming the public works 
community to Houston and showcasing the very 
best of Texas hospitality. Whether you’re attending, 
volunteering, sponsoring, competing, donating, or 
simply cheering on your colleagues, thank you for 
helping make PWX 2026 a historic success.

10 JULY 2026 texas.apwa.org      10



Are you working on a degree in engineering, public 
administration, construction management, business, 
environmental sciences, or something similar? If you are, 
then a job in public works could be right for you. On 
Sunday, August 30 we’ll be hosting the 2026 APWA 
Futures: College Career Expo, a full-day event 
that offers you opportunities to learn from those 
currently practicing in the field, walk an extensive 
exhibit floor, connect and network with hundreds 
of professionals and participate in our Workforce 
Development Hub.

What is public works, and why should I be looking at it for my career development?
Public works encompasses everything people in local government do to provide and sustain the structures and services we count 
on for an acceptable quality of life. The United States has approximately 19,400 municipalities of varying sizes. In each community, 
whatever its size, there are hundreds of interesting, service-oriented, good-paying positions that are being filled by visionary 
people like yourself. As you get closer to completing your degree, why not put yourself on the public works career path? Visit 
careerzone.apwa.org.

Why should I attend the APWA Futures: College Career Expo?
This is an excellent opportunity to grow your future connections! This event includes interactive learning opportunities with a panel 
of public works professionals who will share tips on how to get started with a successful career in this industry. Immediately following 
the learning portion, you’ll have an opportunity to walk the exhibit floor where you can meet and mingle with industry professionals 
in the Workforce Development Hub.

How do I register/apply?
Any student who is interested in attending the APWA Futures: College Career Expo and PWX may apply by 
scanning the QR code and filling out a simple form. 

Space is limited. Register as soon as possible. Last day to register is July 15, 2026. 

DISCOVER A WORLD OF CAREER  
OPTIONS IN PUBLIC WORKS! 
ATTEND THE AMERICAN PUBLIC WORKS  
ASSOCIATION’S COLLEGE CAREER EXPO

QUESTIONS: Email Corinne Watts, cwatts@apwa.org  
Or visit www.apwa.org/pwx to learn more about PWX.

When and where is this year’s event taking place?
When: Sunday, August 30, 2026  |  8:30 a.m.–4 p.m.

Where: George R. Brown Convention Center 
 1001 Avenida de las Americas, Houston, Texas 77010

Cost: $5 Early Bird Pricing (until June 1st) 
 $10 General Pricing (after June 1st)
 Includes Breakfast, Lunch, and Parking

PROGRAM

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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Race Start Location:
Allen’s Landing Park (1005 Commerce St., Houston, TX 77002)

AUGUST 30 - SEPTEMBER 2, 2026

5K FUN RUN
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1

6:30 A.M.

RUN LIKE ASPACECOWBOY!

For more information visit:

$60/person
Register by July 31 to receive a

Tech Shirt and Medal

CONTACT
Yvette Montelongo at 281-381-9827 (Cell) or

yvette.montelongo@houstontx.gov

Packet Pickup:
Monday, August 31 [1 - 3 PM] At George R. Brown Convention Center - Volunteer Room (Room 340B) 

& Tuesday, September 1 [6 - 6:30 AM] At Race Start Location 

 Scan QR Code Below To Register

texas.apwa.org/event/pwx-2026-5k-fun-run-and-walk/

Participant Shirt Participant medal Showdown

PW X 2026 N AT I O N A L

Saturday, August 29, 2026 
GRB Convention Center – 1001 Avenida De Las Americas

Move-in: Friday, August 28, 12:00pm 

Materials*: Bring all supplies including tents, chairs,  
extension cords, coolers, pans, foil, pits, meat and seasoning.

*Teams have the ability to rent grills locally

COST
$500 Registration Fee 

DEADLINE
July 17, 2026

Register now: 
https://pwx2026bbqshowdown.rsvpify.com

• Includes beer tastings 
at 3 breweries, food, and 
transportation

• Only 100 spots available,  
so sign up early!

• Breweries: Frost Town,  
New Magnolia, Gristworkz

• Sponsorships available

AUG. 29, 2026
SATURDAY

START: 
5:00PM

TICKETS: 
$100

Register now: https://pwx2026brewerytour.rsvpify.com

We are looking for a variety of items such as:
• Vacation/Hotel Resorts 
• Experiences
• Sports Memorabilia
• Spa
• Dog and/or cat items
• Beverage/Entertainment 
• Outdoors (camping, fishing, hunting, etc.)
• Pool/Beach 
• State and/or City themed 
• Jewelry
• Art/Pottery/Decor

INAUGURAL 
SILENT AUCTION

TEXAS CHAPTER HOST COMMITTEE PRESENTS

Benefiting local non-profit charitable organizations:

Rebuilding 
Together Houston
Restoring safe and 
healthy homes for 
low-income seniors, 
veterans, and families

Houston 
Food Bank
Distributing millions 
of nutritious meals 
annually to families 
across southeast Texas

If interested in providing a donation, contact 
Bricelda Patino at bricelda@accuratemeter.com

Silent Auction will be open  
Sunday, Aug. 30 – Tuesday, Sept. 1

Donations to be collected no later than Aug. 14, 2026

CALL FOR DONATIONS

Scan the QR 
code for more 
details about 
the event
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PWX 2026 
JERSEY 
PRE-SALE Pick up at the 

Texas Chapter 
Hospitality Space

Pre-sale ends 
July 31, 2026

$50

For more information, contact Leland Miller at lrmiller@gptx.org
Register Online (Click Here)

SP
O
NS
O
RS
HI
PS

7:00 A.M.     Registration & Breakfast
8:30 A.M.     Shotgun Start
1:30 P.M.     Lunch & Awards

Schedule Format & Prizes
4-Person Scramble
Closest to the Pin, Longest Drive

AUGUST 29, 2026
Memorial Park Golf Course
1001 East Memorial Loop Drive
Houston, TX 77007 

GOLF
TOURNAMENT

Must be registered as 
an attendee/sponsor/
exhibitor of PWX

Tickets will sell out

Included in full 
registration and Sunday 
only registration - 
Individual tickets may 
be available (to PWX 
attendees only)

GET ACQUAINTED

Sunday, August 30, 2026   |   6pm-9pm

at Stampede HoustonParty
PW X 2026



APWA Big Cities Committee 
Visit to Austin, Texas

In late May, the City of Austin had the honor of hosting the APWA Big Cities/Big Counties/Regions 
Committee, bringing together senior Public Works and infrastructure leaders from major jurisdictions 
across the country. Over three days, participants experienced a curated series of tours and discussions 
highlighting Austin’s approach to flood resilience, mobility, cultural investment, homelessness response, 
and community partnerships.

Day 1 focused on the Waller Creek and Waterloo Greenway corridor, showcasing how Austin integrates 
flood mitigation, ecological restoration, and public space design in the heart of downtown. The group 
visited Waterloo Park, the Waller Creek Tunnel, the Waterloo Greenway, the Mexican American Cultural 
Center expansion, and the Austin Convention Center project, Austin Project Connect project and future 
transit with conversations centered on capital delivery, utilities coordination, and equitable public realm 
improvements. We were invited to preview Austin’s newest tower, the Waterline Tower where we 
viewed and talked about the some of the regional projects in that part of downtown area.

Day 2 began with a tour of Austin’s active mobility network and waterfront infrastructure, including 
the Unity Bridge, Roy G. Guerrero Park Erosion Project, and the Wishbone Bridge. The second half of 

By Jorge L. Morales, Director, Austin Watershed Protection 

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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the morning shifted to the 
City’s Homeless Strategy 
& Operations work, 
with visits to Esperanza 
Community. Participants 
learned about Austin’s 
non congregate sheltering 
model, emergency response 
operations, and the 
partnerships that support 
residents transitioning out 
of homelessness.
       
Throughout the visit and during the two roundtable 
discussions at Austin’s Central Library (recently 
named by Time Magazine on 25 American 
monuments list) and Austin City Hall, committee 
members engaged in thoughtful dialogue about 
leadership, workforce challenges, capital project 
delivery, and the evolving role of Public Works 
in addressing complex urban issues. Austin was 
proud to share its work — and equally grateful 
to learn from the experiences of peer cities and 
counties. We hope everyone enjoyed the Texas 

BBQ experience from Salt Lick and our boat dinner 
and bat viewing. A special thanks to Central Texas 
APWA Branch for sponsoring the visit!!

Thank you to all who joined us in Austin. Your 
insights, questions, and collaboration made this a 
meaningful and energizing gathering for our teams 
and our community.
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PWITX: Spotlight on the
Program Instructors  

Jeremy Starrit discussing solid waste management

six consulting firms.  Although most have been 
public works/engineering officials, we have also 
had the good fortune to have elected officials, 
city managers, human resources, finance, fleet, 
emergency management, and lawyers who have 
graciously supported the program.  Some of the 
alumni have taken on the challenge of teaching 
and provided excellent instruction.  

The Institute has fulfilled about half of the 
instructional role called for the APWA-based 
curriculum through the commitment of all of the 
PWITX Committee members who have served 
since Institute inception.  

This past year the Institute has also started to 
recognize the associate and adjunct instructors 
who have been an essential resource for the 
Institute and students, repeatedly teaching 
key topics and keeping the overall program 
relevant to the latest challenges for the public 
works profession.  These professionals have 
been designated by the Institute as Professors 
of Public Works to honor their valuable 
contribution, strong commitment and dedication 
to the program.    

The Public Works Institute of Texas has been 
providing training for over 11 years now and 
has graduated 167 individuals.  A key factor for 
the tradition of excellence has been the caliber 
and commitment of the volunteer instructors.   
All have been active, or retired, practitioners in 
the public works profession or in supporting 
departments.

There have been five graduated classes 
and Classes Six and Seven are concurrently 
progressing with over 100 students. The program 
has been fortunate that more than 70 individuals 
have been instructors over the period of the 
program.  Who are these individuals?  They have 
come from more than 20 cities and counties and 

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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Excellent panel discussion:   Dan Krueger, Jorge Morales, John 
German & Jim Gray

Bob Lowry has given the most presentations since the 
program started

To date, the following individuals have been 
conferred with this title:  

Stephanie Buckingham, Freese and Nichols
Joanne Kamman, Quiddity Engineering, LLC
Richard Mendoza, City of Austin
Jorge Morales, City of Austin
Kristina Ramirez, City of Killeen
James Snow, Volkert, Inc.
John Warnement, City of Webster

Tim Tumulty, Chair of PWITX shares, “We 
are so grateful for the public works/municipal 
government people along with the Consulting 
Engineers who volunteer to be instructors for the 
Institute. The students obtain great information, 
direction and wisdom from those experienced 
professionals who continue to give their time to 
this program. I would also like to acknowledge 
the cities of Webster, Frisco, Austin and San 
Antonio for their continuous support of the 
program by providing meeting rooms to host the 
program sessions.  This is a great contribution to 
the overall program.” 

Daniel Krueger, Director of Curriculum adds, 
“Our Professors of Public Works, and all PWITX 
Instructors, certainly advance the learning of 
our students toward stated objectives of rhe 
curriculum but accomplish that in a manner that 
the students maximize their learning from their 
classmates, and from their own prior experiences.  
They facilitate student and alumni relationship 
building as well as imparting knowledge and 
motivation.  Their contribution extends right 
back home to public works departments and 
served communities.”  

Interested in obtaining leadership training for 
yourself or your employees for professional 
development?  Contact information for this 
opportunity:  Ines Roach, Administrator,  https://
Texas.apwa.org/pwitx/     or Publicworksinstitute_
tx@outlook.com    
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On April 18, 2026, Austin Watershed Protection 
hosted its annual Flood Safety Fest at Lee Lewis 
Campbell Elementary. The free festival marked 
the conclusion of Flood Safety Awareness Week 
in Austin, which ran from April 13 through 
April 18, 2026. This yearly effort highlights our 
commitment to public safety and education, 
especially as Central Texas continues to face 
significant flood risks.

The festival featured hands-on activities for 
children, safety demonstrations, and information 
on how to respond during flooding events. 
This event is part of our ongoing mission to 
educate the public about flood hazards and 
how to prepare for severe weather to reduce 
risk. Activities included tours of a stormwater 
vacuum truck, a stormwater TV inspection truck, 

and a fire truck, as well as face painting and a 
petting zoo.

The vacuum vactor and TV inspection trucks 
are essential pieces of equipment used by 
our department to reduce flooding in our 
communities. A stormwater vacuum truck—also 
known as a catch basin cleaner or vactruck—
is a heavy-duty vehicle designed to clean 
underground stormwater infrastructure. Its 
primary purpose is to remove debris from storm 
drains and pipes to prevent flooding and protect 
local waterways.

Operating a vactruck is a highly skilled and 
high-risk job. Operators must have specialized 
driving endorsements, mechanical knowledge, 
and extensive safety training. Our operators 

APWA REPORTER SAFETY CORNER PRESENTS:
FLOOD SAFETY FEST

SUBMITTED BY: MARVIN HOPE, SAFETY MANAGER, CITY OF AUSTIN 

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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receive training from the manufacturer and 
complete more than 100 hours of on-the-job 
safety training before they are authorized to use 
the equipment. These trucks are large, powerful, 
and use high-pressure water. The work often 
exposes crews to hazards such as traffic, 
high-pressure systems, sharps, and biological 
materials. Proper Temporary Traffic Control is 
required to keep both workers and the public 
safe.

To mitigate risks, crews rely on PPE such as 
high-visibility clothing, puncture-resistant 
gloves, safety goggles or face shields, and steel-
toe boots. They also use four-gas monitors to 
test underground air quality before working in 
maintenance holes. Operators receive training in 
Confined Space Entry, Trenching and Excavation 
Safety, and Work Zone Traffic Control.

Crews typically work during the day, cleaning 
neighborhood storm inlets and culverts on a 
scheduled basis to prevent flooding. During 
severe weather—such as flash floods—their role 
shifts from routine maintenance to emergency 
response. Blocked drainage systems can 
cause water to rise quickly, threatening homes, 
businesses, and roadways. Vactruck crews are 
vital during these events, working to remove 
blockages during hazardous conditions like 
heavy rain, high winds, and darkness at night.

A reminder to the public: when utility 
crews are working on the roadway, please 
slow down and pay attention to traffic 
signs to help keep everyone safe. For 
more information about Austin Watershed 
Protection and the work we do all year, visit 
AustinTexas.gov/Watershed.

Texas APWA Reporter: NewsletterTexas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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Continuing Education Series – Central Texas Branch
Submitted by: Jason Frost

On June 2nd, the Central Texas Branch of APWA 
hosted its second annual Spring Educational 
Seminar at the Bob Bennett Utilities & Transportation 
Building in Round Rock. This year’s program 
focused on Asset Management for Public Works, 
drawing a engaged audience of professionals from 
municipalities, engineering consulting firms, and 
industry manufacturers across the region.

The seminar featured three presentations covering 
distinct asset management disciplines within 
public works. Ana Peña-Tijerina, Ph.D, PE, BCEE - 
Wastewater Practice Leader at Plummer Associates 
Inc., opened the program with an in-depth 
examination of asset management strategies for 
wastewater utilities; drawing on more than 25 years 
of specialized experience in the field. Nathan Kebede, 
PE - National Practice Lead for Pavement Services 
at Michael Baker International, followed with a 
presentation on transportation asset management; 
highlighting the data collection tools and analytical 
frameworks available to local, state, and federal 
agencies to optimize pavement program performance 
and investment decisions. The program concluded 
with remarks from Trey Buzbee - Director of Fleet 
Services for the City of Waco, who outlined how the 
city has integrated asset management principles into 
its municipal fleet operations; enabling data-driven 
decision making and ensuring vehicle readiness for 
emergency response personnel.

The Branch extends its sincere appreciation to the 
City of Round Rock for graciously hosting the event, 
and to all volunteers whose contributions were 
essential to its success.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR AWARD RECIPIENTS

The Central Texas Branch awarded a $1,500 scholarship to five students for the 2026-2027 school 
year. Winners were also awarded APWA student memberships. This year’s winners are listed below:

ELIZABETH HERRERA
Hi my name is Elizabeth! I was born and raised in Austin Texas, and I am 
a rising sophomore at St. Edward’s University, majoring in Nursing with a 
minor in Health Communication. I’m very excited for the upcoming school 
year and all the opportunities it will bring!

AUSTIN HAM
I will be a junior at the University of Arkansas this fall, pursuing a degree 
in Civil Engineering. My goal is to become a licensed Professional Engineer 
specializing in water resources and environmental systems.

LAURYN JACKSON
Lauryn Jackson attends Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi and is a 
student athlete on the track and field team. She is passionate about serving 
her community and is eager to learn more about how public works supports 
growing cities and improves quality of life.

KAYDEN WILDE
My name is Kayden Wilde and I am focused on building a future in the medical 
field, with plans to attend Texas Tech University and eventually pursue a 
career as a diagnostic radiologist.

ANNA RAMIREZ
I’m an upcoming senior at Tarleton State University, pursuing a degree in 
Elementary Education EC-6 with ESL Supplementary certification. As a 
future educator, my goal is to integrate STEM programs into schools and 
inspire students to develop a lasting passion for mathematics and science.

Texas APWA Reporter: NewsletterTexas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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West Central Texas Update
Submitted by: Shelley Futrelle

On July 9, 2026, Public Works staff will participate in a Lunch and Learn session with Perma-Zyme 
to learn more about innovative soil stabilization technologies and their potential applications. The 
session will provide an opportunity for employees to gain insight into alternative roadway and 
site construction methods that can improve durability, reduce maintenance costs, and enhance 
long-term infrastructure performance.
 
Interest and enthusiasm among APWA members continue to grow as anticipation builds for the 
upcoming PWX 2026 conference. The event’s reputation for delivering valuable professional 
development opportunities, industry-leading education sessions, and meaningful networking 
experiences has generated significant excitement within the Abilene public works community. 
This heightened interest has also contributed to increased APWA membership, as more 
professionals seek to take advantage of the resources, connections, and benefits available through 
the association. Members are looking forward to engaging with peers from across the country, 
exploring innovative solutions, and bringing new ideas back to their organizations to advance the 
public works profession.
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Simplicity at 
its finest.

Learn more at 
ejco.com/hydrant
or call 800 626 4653

With the fewest parts in the 
industry, the WaterMaster® fire 
hydrant is known for its reliability 
and ease of maintenance.

Call for Abstracts
Sept. 10-Dec. 4

Denton, TX

Save the Date

CALL FOR 
ABSTRACTS

July 11-Sept. 17

Save the Date

FEB. 8-10

2027

2027 Public Workshop & 
Equipment Roadeo

College Station, TX



Submitted by: BJ Long, City of Frisco 

During National Public Works Week in May, the City of Frisco Public Works Department partnered with 
the Frisco Public Library to host a Touch-A-Truck event that introduced families to the people, vehicles, and 
services that keep the city running every day. The event welcomed over 400 attendees for an afternoon 
of public works education and community engagement.

The library hosted two Storytime sessions featuring books related to public works and service vehicles. 
Afterwards, families were led outside by Rufus, the Recycling Dog, wearing his safety vest to encourage 
kids to join in on the “work.”

Public Works staff showcased five City vehicles in the library parking lot, each transformed into a kid-
friendly character with googly eyes, names, and custom signage explaining the vehicle’s role in serving 
the community. Children received toy hard hats and “City employee badges” before visiting each vehicle 
station to clock in and earn stickers. After collecting all five stickers, participants received a toy truck.

Inside the library, staff hosted educational tables focused on water conservation, stormwater protection, 
and trash and recycling services. Families participated in hands-on activities designed to help children 
and residents better understand the essential services public works provide every day.

Through storytelling, interactive activities, and direct engagement with staff, the event highlighted the 
important role public works professionals play in the community while creating a memorable experience 
for residents of all ages.

PUBLIC WORKS COMES TO LIFE AT 
FRISCO’S TOUCH-A-TRUCK EVENT
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Annual Celebration - June 11, 2026
Attendance: 110

We celebrated our outgoing officers, recognized special members and efforts, and inaugurated our incoming Board at 
our Annual Celebration on June 11th at B&B Butchers. The event was well-attended by our enthusiastic members, 
and everyone was treated to a delightful 3-course meal and beverages. Our keynote speaker, Mr. John Warnement 
(Public Works Director of City of Webster) delivered a memorable message on  his journey with APWA and 
the invaluable opportunities and experiences the organization has continuously provided him. His presentation 
was sincerely appreciated, and we are very grateful for his commitment and dedication to the Southeast Branch.

We were able to honor many of our long-standing members who hit major milestone anniversaries, including 5-year, 
10-year and 25-years of impactful involvement with the organization. Additionally, we recognized a few special 
individuals who made a tremendous impact toward the Southeast Branch’s goals: Mariana Williams - President’s 
Award, Julia Frankovich and Matthew Matula – Outstanding Service Award.

NPWW Public Works Leaders Dinner - May 15, 2026

Our APWA Texas Chapter Southeast Branch hosted the NPWW Public Works Leaders’ Dinner at Goode Co. 
Armadillo Palace. A great evening to recognize the leaders who keep our communities running every day. 
 
Each guest took home a small succulent, a little something tied to this year’s NPWW theme, Rooted in Service, 
Powered by Community.

SOUTHEAST BRANCH ANNUAL CELEBRATION

NPWW PUBLIC WORKS LEADERS DINNER
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NPWW Annual Picnic and BBQ Competition- May 20, 2026 
Attendance: ~1,500

What a day! Our 2026 National Public Works Week Picnic brought out 25 municipalities, 
over 1,500 attendees, and a whole lot of good energy! The weather had other plans for our 
Equipment ROADeo, but that didn’t slow down the cookoff one bit! 
 
Congratulations to the City of Pearland, Texas for taking home the grand prize! 
 
This event raised more than $15,000 for our annual scholarship program, and every bit of that 
goes back to supporting the next generation of public works professionals. That kind of turnout 
and generosity is exactly what this year’s National Public Works Week theme is all about: Rooted 
in Service, Powered by Communities. 
 
Thank you to all our sponsors, and to everyone who showed up, competed, volunteered, and kept 
the good vibes going rain or shine.
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Richard continued to apply innovative techniques and 
processes while serving as Chief Engineer and CEO 
of the Oklahoma Turnpike Authority between 1987 
and 1992. During his tenure, the toll road system 
was greatly expanded. In the planning and design 
of those new toll roads, Richard sought a faster and 
more efficient method to collect tolls. He worked 
with a high-tech firm that manufactured card readers 
to initiate what became known as the “PikePass,” a 
method to identify and charge the owners of vehicles 
using the toll roads without requiring those vehicles 
to stop at a toll booth. This process is now used 
nationally on most toll roads and bridges to collect 
tolls electronically at highway speeds.

In 1992, Richard was recruited by HNTB Corporation 
to open an office in Austin and implement similar 
toll collection systems in Texas. Over time, as Vice 
President and Project Director, Senior Vice President, 
and finally Partner at HNTB, Richard expanded his 
influence over the planning, design, construction, 
and financing of major highways, bridges, and toll 
roads throughout Texas and the United States. For 
HNTB, he managed major interchange projects 
such as the MoPAC/US 183 and the SH 45/US 
183 interchanges, the reconstruction of the Harbor 
Bridge in Corpus Christi, and new toll roads such as 
SH 130 from Seguin to Georgetown. He continued 
his innovative and effective project and program 
management work for HNTB for more than 30 years, 
until his recent retirement.

Richard joined APWA in 1970 and has been an 
active member until his recent retirement in 2024.  
Richard served on numerous committees and served 
in all officer positions on the state chapter.  He was 
twice elected as President Elected but could not 

Texas Chapter Awards Series – This is the first in a 
series of articles highlighting the history of one of the 
six state awards named after one of our chapter’s 
past leaders. This installment focuses on the Richard 
Ridings Community Involvement Award.

Richard Ridings began his career in 1966 as an 
engineering assistant in Texarkana, Texas, and rose 
to the position of City Engineer after completing 
his engineering studies at UT Dallas and becoming 
a registered professional engineer and surveyor in 
Texas. He then became city engineer for the City 
of Farmers Branch. In 1978, he moved to Austin 
to serve as Assistant Director and later Director of 
Public Works for the City of Austin from 1981 to 
1987.

While in Austin, he managed street and bridge 
maintenance and construction, stormwater 
management, solid waste, and public building design, 
construction, and maintenance. He was instrumental 
in implementing the recovery program across the 
city following the disastrous 1981 flood, including 
building or rebuilding bridges, creating drainage 
detention dams and ponds, and even removing 
cars from Town Lake. In one innovative solution, he 
guided the construction of a critical detention pond 
by lowering a major city park adjacent to Shoal Creek 
by 10 feet and then rebuilding park facilities at the 
lower elevation. To help finance these improvements, 
he led the effort to institute a citywide drainage fee, 
one of the first in the nation. Throughout each of 
these programs, Richard made it a priority for himself 
and his employees to communicate with citizens and 
property owners, involving them in the planning, 
design, and construction of streets and other public 
facilities in their neighborhoods.

TEXAS CHAPTER
AWARDS

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter

By Cesar J Molina Jr, PE, State Chairman of APWA Awards Committee, Director of Business Development, 
Quiddity Engineering.

John German, Retired Director of Public Works, Cities of Austin and San Antonio, Former Assistant City 
Manager, City of San Antonio, Former Chair of Public Works Institute of Texas, Past President of Texas 
Chapter of APWA
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serve as chapter president due to his appointment to the National APWA board of directors. In 2001, he became 
President of APWA at the Philadelphia Congress. On his first day, the September 11 attacks on the World Trade 
Center and the Pentagon occurred. His steady hand guided the organization through the disaster and chaos that 
ensued. He is often recognized for the skill and leadership he demonstrated in those frightful moments.
 
In addition to his many years of service to APWA, Richard won the Top Public Works Leader Award in 1987 
from the Texas Chapter and was recognized by national APWA as a Top Ten Public Works Leader in 1988. 
As President of APWA from 2001 to 2002, he strengthened the management and operations of the APWA 
national offices, and APWA initiated many of the educational opportunities that members enjoy today. At the 
time of his retirement from HNTB, he had more than 50 years of dedicated service to the Texas Chapter and to 
APWA.

Beyond his engineering work, Richard fostered a culture of service in the communities where he worked by 
volunteering and encouraging his staff to volunteer. He helped support community organizations such as the 
Capital Area Food Bank, Big Brothers Big Sisters, Hill Country Conservancy, The Trail Foundation, and Meals 
on Wheels. Richard was active in his church in Austin and Oklahoma City and was involved in neighborhood 
groups in both cities.

In the early 2000s, the executive committee of the Texas Chapter of APWA renamed the Community Involvement 
Award in Richard’s honor to commemorate a lifetime of giving back to the community and to honor one of 
APWA’s great leaders.

2021 Richard Riding Award recipient Ramesh Swaminathan from City of Austin.  In photo from left to 
right, Shawn Poe, 2021 Texas APWA Chapter President, Ramesh, Richard Ridings, Dorothy Bergesen, 2020 
Texas APWA chapter president
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GET INVOLVED:
Help Shape the Future
of the Texas APWA

Our Chapter doesn’t run on its own - it’s 
powered by volunteers. From events and 
education to advocacy and outreach, 
everything we do is made possible by 
members who step up and get involved.

Volunteering is a great way to grow your 
network, build leadership skills, and get more 
out of your APWA experience. Whether 
you have a little time or want to take on a 
bigger role, there’s a place for you at both 
the Chapter and Branch levels.

Many of our current leaders started by 
joining a committee or helping with an 
event. If you’ve ever considered getting more 
involved - or even serving on the Chapter 
Board in the future - this is the perfect place 
to start.

We’re always looking for engaged members 
to join committees, support events, and help 
lead the way forward for public works in 
Texas.

Want to learn more about committees?
Visit:https: //texas.apwa.org/homepage/
about/chapter-committees/

You can also reach out to your Branch 
leadership or a Chapter committee chair 
to get connected - we’d love to have you 
involved.

Interested in 
Volunteering?

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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Current Open Positions on the Texas Chapter Site
Below is a snapshot of recently posted roles on our site (as of this writing). 

Please check the full listing for more details. (Job Opportunities)

Job Title
Public Works Director
Public Works Crew Leader
Assistant Director / Streets
City Engineer
Internal Services Director
Public Works Director
Civil Engineer / Senior Civil Engineer
Managing Director of Water & Wastewater
Public Works Director
Director of Public Works
City Engineer
Director of Public Works
Assistant Director of Engineering
Assistant Director of Public Works
Executive Director of Public Works

Agency
City of La Grange, TX
City of Roaoke, TX
City of Garland, TX
City of Hutto, TX
City of Missouri City, TX
City of Pflugerville, TX
City of Euless, TX
City of Garland, TX
City of Terrell, TX
City of Cibolo, TX
City of Abilene, TX
City of Rowlett, TX
City of Midlothian, TX
City of Waco, TX
City of Mansfield, TX

Texas APWA Job Opportunities

Connecting Public Works Talent Across Texas
Looking for your next career move - or the right professional to join your team? The Texas 
Chapter APWA Job Opportunities page connects agencies and job seekers across the state.

For employers, posting is simple and affordable. Submit your position online, pay the $100 fee, 
and your listing appears on the Chapter website for 60 days—reaching a statewide network of 
public works professionals.

For job seekers, it’s your one-stop shop for roles in engineering, operations, management, and 
infrastructure. Bookmark the page and check back regularly for new postings.

Visit texas.apwa.org/job-opportunities to post or explore openings.

Texas APWA Reporter: NewsletterTexas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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         A JOURNEY THROUGH HistoryHistory

Houston Then and Now: APWA Returns 
to Houston After 44 Years

FROM the VAULT

As Texas prepares to welcome thousands of public works professionals to PWX 2026 in 
Houston, it is worth looking back to the last time APWA’s international conference came to the 
Bayou City.

In September 1982, Houston hosted the International Public Works Congress and Equipment 
Show, known today as PWX. The conference theme was “Putting Pride to Work,” and the 
preliminary program promoted Houston as the “City of Tomorrow for Public Works Today.”

While much has changed over the past four decades, many familiar themes remain.

PWX in Texas Through the Years

PWX 2026 marks the first time APWA’s premier event has returned to Houston since 1982, 
and only the second time Houston has served as host city.

Texas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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         A JOURNEY THROUGH HistoryHistory

Houston Then and Now: APWA Returns 
to Houston After 44 Years

33 JANUARY 2026

Texas has APWA’s national and international conference several times throughout its history:

Forty-four years separate Houston’s two host years—a reminder of both how much the 
profession has evolved and the enduring role Texas public works professionals continue to 
play in APWA’s history.

A Houston-Led Effort

Just as today’s PWX 2026 Host Committee includes 
volunteers from across Texas and the Houston region, 
the 1982 event relied heavily on local leadership. 
Houston Public Works Director Jimmie Schindewolf 
served as General Chair, supported by numerous 
City of Houston public works leaders who chaired 
management, operations, finance, transportation, 
publicity, exhibits, and chapter dinner committees.

Following the conference, Texas Chapter President 
Bill Hogge praised the effort:

“Although many Texas Chapter members from 
throughout the state attended and worked during 
the congress, the real credit for the success of the 
event must go to the Southeast Texas Branch and 
the public works staff of the City of Houston. They 
did a terrific job!”

That sentiment sounds familiar today as hundreds of volunteers, 

Year

1912
1946
1946
1956
1970
1982
1995
2007	
2026

Host City

Dallas
Dallas
Fort Worth
Fort Worth
Dallas
Houston
Dallas
San Antonio
Houston (upcoming)
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Congress, 1982 Style

The 1982 program featured technical sessions 
covering topics that were cutting-edge at the 
time, 
including computer applications in engineering, 
pavement optimization, emergency management 
communications, methane recovery, stormwater 
management, utility coordination, and even 
a session titled “How Engineers Are Using 
Computers—and Why.”

Attendees could also participate in:

• Tours highlighting Houston public works 
projects
• A trip to NASA
• Shopping excursions to The Galleria
• A Galveston tour and luncheon
• An Astros vs. Dodgers baseball game
• A Western Party and Barbecue at Gilley’s 
Rodeo Arena

The exhibit hall featured more than 250 
exhibitors showcasing the latest public works 
products and equipment.

Texas APWA Reporter: NewsletterTexas APWA Reporter: Newsletter
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committee members, and supporters 
work together to prepare for PWX 2026.

A Different Kind of Chapter Dinner

One of the more entertaining discoveries 
in the archives is how different the Texas 
Chapter Dinner looked in 1982.

Held at the Summit Club atop the Houston 
City Bank Building, the evening began 
with a social hour featuring a seafood 
bar and music by the “Dixieland Trio.” 
Dinner consisted of roast sirloin, salad, 
vegetables, rolls, and coffee or iced tea 
before members settled in for the business 
meeting.

The Chapter Dinner and Meeting drew 235 
attendees, including 107 Texas Chapter 
members, while approximately 1,250 
people were registered for 32 chapter 
dinners held during Congress week.

The meeting itself included awards 
presentations, recognition of chapter 
accomplishments, reports from APWA 
leadership, approval of previous meeting 
minutes, and door prize drawings before 
adjournment.

Today’s Texas Chapter Dinner remains 
one of the most anticipated gatherings 
at PWX, although the format has evolved 
considerably over the years.

Growing the Texas Chapter

The 1982 Congress took place during a period of tremendous growth for the Texas Chapter. 
In his year-end message, President Hogge proudly reported that Texas had surpassed 1,100 
members, making it the largest chapter in APWA at the time. He also highlighted the success 
of the Houston Congress as one of the chapter’s greatest accomplishments of the year.

Today, the Texas Chapter has grown to more than 2,000 members and remains one of APWA’s 
largest and most active chapters. The growth and leadership celebrated in 1982 helped lay the 
foundation for the chapter we know today.
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Looking Back—and Ahead

At the time, organizers reported approximately 5,100 registrations, along with an additional 670 
spouse registrations, reflecting the tremendous growth of the profession and the importance 
of APWA’s annual gathering.
As Houston prepares once again to host APWA’s premier event, it is remarkable to see both 
the changes and the continuity. The technology has evolved. The conference has grown. The 
name has changed from Congress to PWX.

Yet one thing remains constant: the dedication of public works professionals and volunteers 
who come together to showcase Texas hospitality and advance the profession.

Forty-four years after Houston first welcomed APWA’s international conference, Texas is once 
again ready to put its pride to work.

*Fun Fact
When APWA Congress came to Houston in 1982, attendees were welcomed by Mayor Kathy 
Whitmire, who appeared on the opening session program. Forty-four years later, PWX 
returns to Houston under Mayor John Whitmire. Even more remarkably, Kathy Whitmire 
is Mayor Whitmire’s former sister-in-law, creating an unexpected connection between 
Houston’s two APWA host years.

1982 Congress 2026 PWX

Theme: “Putting Pride to Work” Houston’s Space City / Space Cowboy-inspired experience

International Public Works Congress & 
Equipment Show

PWX

The mayor’s name was Whitmire* The mayor’s name is still Whitmire*

5,100 registrations + 670 spouses Recent PWX attendance exceeds 6,700 attendees

250+ exhibitors Approximately 470 exhibitors

Astros vs. Dodgers game available during 
Congress

Astros vs. White Sox series during PWX week

Western Party & Barbecue at Gilley’s Rodeo 
Arena

Get Acquainted Party at Stampede Houston

Spouse tours to River Oaks, Galveston, and The 
Galleria

Technical tours and Houston-area experiences

NASA tour available Houston’s space heritage remains a featured attraction

Hosted primarily by Houston Public Works and 
Southeast Texas Branch

Hosted by volunteers from across Texas, led by Houston-area 
public works professionals

1982 vs. 2026: Houston Hosts Again1982 vs. 2026: Houston Hosts Again
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Still Showing Up After 44 Years

While reviewing the 1982 exhibitor directory, we noticed a few familiar names that Texas APWA 
members still recognize today.

Among the companies exhibiting at the 1982 International Public Works Congress and Equipment 
Show in Houston were Advanced Drainage Systems (ADS), Tymco, Inc., and Cutler Repaving, Inc.

More than four decades later, these companies continue supporting the public works profession and 
remain valued partners of the Texas Chapter.

The technologies, equipment, and challenges facing public works have evolved considerably since 
1982, but the importance of strong industry partnerships remains unchanged. We appreciate these 
long-standing supporters and look forward to seeing them again at PWX 2026—44 years after they 
exhibited at Houston’s first APWA Congress.

I think this version strikes a nice balance between history, nostalgia, and building excitement for PWX 
2026. The timeline, comparison table, exhibitor callout, and membership-growth story all help connect 
1982 to what members will experience in Houston this August.
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“Although many Texas Chapter members from 
throughout the state attended and worked during 
the congress, the real credit for the success of the 
event must go to the Southeast Texas Branch and 
the public works staff of the City of Houston. They 
did a terrific job!”

— Texas Chapter President Bill Hogge, December 1982
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